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October 8, 2018 Board of Aldermen Meeting Minutes 

TOWN OF LONG VIEW 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING 
OCTOBER 8, 2018 
 
The Town of Long View Board of Aldermen met on Monday, October 8, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. in the Town 
Council Chambers of the Government Center in Long View, North Carolina. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  The following members of the Board were present: Mayor Marla G. 
Thompson, Mayor Pro Tem/Alderman Randall Mays, Alderman David Elder, Alderman Gary Lingerfelt, 
Alderman Dallas Tester, and Alderman Thurman VanHorn.  
 
STAFF PRESENT:  The following members of staff were present:  Town Administrator David Draughn, 
Town Clerk Stephanie Watson, Town Attorney Jimmy Summerlin, Jr., Finance Director James Cozart, Town 
Planner Charles Mullis, Public Works Director Chris Eckard, Fire Chief James Brinkley, Police Chief Michael 
Winters, Police Major Justin Roberts, and Officer Jones. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: The following people were present:  Sherry Long of the Western Piedmont Council of 
Governments, Erin Schotte from the Western Piedmont Council of Governments, Phyllis Pennington, 
Winston Hines, Kenny Clontz, Billy Rice, and Steve Ward. 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Marla Thompson called the meeting to order and Alderman Randall 
Mays gave the invocation. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Mayor Marla Thompson asked for approval of the minutes.   
 
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to approve the 
September 10, 2018 Regular Meeting Minutes.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
AYES:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
 Alderman David Elder 
 Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
 Alderman Dallas Tester 
 Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:  None  
 

DISCUSSION OF ONE H2 BUILDING REUSE GRANT AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION – SHERRY LONG, 
WESTERN PIEDMONT COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR AND ERIN SCHOTTE, WESTERN PIEDMONT COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
COMMUNITY AND ECONIMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATOR 
 
Sherry Long stated that she and Erin Schotte were present to discuss the One H2 project.  A company, that 
is relocating from California, has purchased the Old Forest City Tool building at 620 23rd St NW.  One of the 
reasons that they choose Long View is because of a Natural Gas Line that runs right behind the facility.   
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The company has requested that the Town of Long View apply for a Building Reuse Grant in the amount 
of $250,000 to help them do the renovations, especially to the roof.  The roof is leaking in many places 
and that is one of many things they must fix in order for the building to be in compliance. 
 
In order to receive the grant, it is $12,500 per job created.  They have pledged to 21 jobs in the beginning 
and they base the $250,000 request on that.  The average wage is $68,000 annually and this is due to 
some of the employees being engineers.  In order to get this process through quicker, they originally would 
like to place the 21 jobs and then later come back and request additional funds once they do their second 
expansion.         
 
A part of the requirement for the grant is for the Town to adopt the “Authorizing Resolution” and pledge 
a 5% match or $12,500.   
 
Ms. Long stated that she understood that another grant was currently on hold until the company creates 
the jobs, so the Town has the money on hand to cover the expenses.   
 
Ms. Long stated that the company has 18 months to create the jobs and they must be maintained for 6 
months.  If they were to get the job count by December and maintain the job count through June, they 
would have satisfied the grant and the grant could be closed out.  The grant would allow until October 
2020 for the jobs to be created.   
 
Ms. Long stated that the Town had a grant before where the company did not create the jobs.  The good 
news is that the Town did not draw the funds down.  The Town had a Building Reuse Grant for Maple 
Springs Laundry in addition to the road and sewer but did not draw any reuse money down because jobs 
weren’t created.  The Town’s exposure was limited. 
 
Ms. Long stated that the Town has the option to record a deed of trust against the property in which if the 
company did not create the jobs, the Town would then own a piece of their building.  This would bring 
security for the Town.   
 
The highest paid job for this business would be $250,000 and lowest is $29,100.  Approximately 15 of the 
jobs would make above $50,000. 
 
Alderman David Elder asked if remembered correctly that there was an automobile that would work on 
Hydrogen too.   
 
Mayor Thompson stated that BMW does. 
 
Ms. Long stated that the main use for the batteries now are on tow motors.  They are working with other 
developers to get them to use it.   
 
Mr. Draughn stated that if things go well, they eventually plan to make conversion kits that will make more 
jobs.  The kit would be to turn a propane burning tow motor into a hydrogen fuel burning tow motor. 
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Ms. Long stated that the main advantage would be to fuel on site.  It would cut recharging time to around 
10 minutes versus having to recharge it overnight.   
 
Ms. Long stated that the company is in partnerships with many companies now. 
 
Alderman Randall Mays asked when the proposed opening date would be. 
 
Ms. Long stated that some of their office staff was in there now.  They cannot spend any money that they 
want reimbursement for before the grant is approved.  This would be around October 18th.  Their two-year 
clock starts then.  They intend to be in full production by March of next year.  The beginning date of the 
project is this month and that is when they can start counting the jobs.   
 
Motion was made by Alderman David Elder, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to adopt the One 
H2 Building Reuse Grant Authorizing Resolution.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
AYES:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
 Alderman David Elder 
 Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
 Alderman Dallas Tester 
 Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:  None  
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DISCUSSION OF RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR A NEW STATE PARK ALONG THE HENRY FORK AND 
JACOBS FORK RIVERS – TOWN ADMINISTRATOR DAVID DRAUGHN 
 
Town Administrator David Draughn informed those present that Senator Andy Wells visited him to discuss 
his goal to have a state park placed in Catawba County.  There is currently not a state park in Catawba 
County.  Baker Mountain has been chosen for this park.  Mr. Wells is planning to submit his plans to the 
General Assembly. 
 
Mr. Draughn spoke briefly about the proposed park. 
 
Mr. Wells has asked that the Town of Long View do a resolution of support.  The resolution he is bringing 
before the Board is an almost exact copy of the one the City of Hickory brought up for adoption. 
 
Mr. Draughn stated that he felt this would be good for the Town of Long View as the proposed main 
entrance of the park would be off of Long View Exit 121.  This could certainly have a positive impact for 
the interchange in the future.   
 
Mayor Thompson stated that she believed that the City of Newton planned to have it on their Board 
Meeting’s agenda. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman David Elder to adopt the 
Resolution of Support for a New State Park Along the Henry Fork and Jacobs Fork Rivers.  The vote to 
approve was unanimous. 
 
AYES:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
 Alderman David Elder 
 Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
 Alderman Dallas Tester 
 Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:  None  
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DISCUSSION OF ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE NO 10-18: DWELLING UNFIT FOR HUMAN HABITATION AT 
1845 16TH AV SW – TOWN PLANNER CHARLES MULLIS AND TOWN ATTORNEY JIMMY SUMMERLIN, JR. 
 
Town Planner Charles Mullis stated that the duties of the Housing Inspector as set forth in §152.10 (A) and 
(B) of the Long View Code of Ordinances shall not be exercised until the Board of Aldermen shall have by 
ordinance ordered the Housing Inspector to proceed to effectuate the purpose of the code with respect 
to the particular property which the Housing Inspector shall have found to be unfit for human habitation 
and which property shall be described in the ordinance.   
 
The Housing Inspector has found the dwelling unit located at 1845 16th Ave SW to be unfit for human 
habitation.   
 
This case originally began on May 16, 2018.   
 
Mr. Mullis moved that the Board of Aldermen adopt Ordinance No. 10-18 so that the Housing Inspector 
may take additional steps as necessary to cause the dwelling located at 1845 16th Avenue SW to be vacated 
and removed or demolished.   
 
Mr. Mullis briefly discussed the ordinance and the property in question.  Located on the property is a single 
wide manufactured home, a gazebo and a couple of storage buildings.  The property has been deemed 
unfit for habitation because the occupants are living in it with no running water and no electricity.  These 
amenities have been cut off for non-payment.  The residents have been given ample time to remedy these 
violations and have failed to do so.   
 
The Housing Inspector is asking that the Board to adopt Ordinance No. 10-18 so that further steps may be 
taken to alleviate this situation. 
 
When asked by Alderman Gary Lingerfelt if there was still someone living there, Mr. Mullis stated that 
there was.   
 
Town Attorney Jimmy Summerlin, Jr. stated that he was here to answer any questions that the Board might 
have but he first wished to go over the process. 
 
This situation originated from a complaint from the neighbors in that area.  Mr. Mullis in his capacity 
Housing Inspector and Mr. Summerlin, Jr. prepared the complaint, served it and posted it on the property.  
They also sent the notice by certified mail to all the parties that they could determine were entitled to 
know.  This property is owned by a bunch of heirs and they were not able to find out who all the heirs 
were.  It was then posted as occupancy residence heirs and whoever else the Town was able to find.  This 
list included the known members of Ms. Ingles’ family.   
 
On June 6, 2018, the Town had a hearing about this property.  Ms. Ingles’ daughter, Ms. Heather Ingle 
Tesiero and her boyfriend appeared.  They requested that the Town give them seven days to get water and 
electricity services back on.  The Town gave them 14 days to do it and requested that they contact Mr. 
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Mullis when it gets done so that a re-inspection could be scheduled.  They did not get the water or 
electricity services re-activated. 
 
At the follow-up hearing on July 6, 2018, nobody appeared.   
 
The Town ordinance requires that the residents be given 90 days to remedy any issue before the order of 
condemnation be entered by the Town.  They were given their 90 days and nothing has happened.   
 
Attorney Summerlin, Jr stated that he had went by the property earlier in the day and it still looks 
dilapidated.  It looks like there is someone living there as there is a dog tied to the front porch.   
 
The Town’s Code requires that the Board of Aldermen adopt an Ordinance authorizing Mr. Mullis to take 
any further action from this point forward.   
 
Alderman Dallas Tester asked if the Town was asking the residents to vacate the property and if the 
residents would be responsible for the demolition of the property.   
 
Attorney Summerlin, Jr. stated that the answer to Alderman Tester was technically yes.  The Town would 
have to pay the cost of the demolition of the property and then put a lien on the property for the cost.  He 
did not expect that the Town would ever recover the cost of the demolition of the property based on the 
value, location, and the financial means of the family members. 
 
Alderman Randall Mays asked if the Town had met all of its legal obligations up to this point.   
 
Attorney Summerlin, Jr. stated that he thought so.  The Town has provided them with all the notices that 
it could.  Mr. Mullis taped notices to the door of the first order.  He also taped the notice for the second 
order as well.  The Town has provided them with as much notice as it can.  The next step, assuming the 
Board adopts the ordinance, since the property is owned by heirs and the Town does not know who all of 
them directly are, the Town would then go through the magistrate’s court and get an order of ejectment.  
The sheriff would then come out and secure the property.  Then the Town would seek the formal orders 
of condemnation of the Superior Court.   
 
When asked by Alderman Mays what the time frame for the ejectment would be, Attorney Summerlin, Jr. 
stated that it would probably be less than 30 days.  The time frame for the removal order would probably 
be in excess of 120 days they don’t know who all these people are or where they are located.   They will 
most likely have to be served by publication in the newspaper.  They will then get 120 days from the point 
of publication to respond.   
 
When asked by Alderman Mays if they could get the premises vacated in 30 days, Attorney Summerlin, Jr. 
stated that he felt that they could but it would be up to the Police Department to keep it vacated after 
that point. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman Gary Lingerfelt to adopt 
Ordinance No. 10-18: Dwelling Unfit for Human Habitation at 1845 16th Ave SW.  The vote to approve was 
unanimous. 
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AYES:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
 Alderman David Elder 
 Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
 Alderman Dallas Tester 
 Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:  None  
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DISCUSSION ABOUT ACCEPTING CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS AT TOWN HALL – FINANCE DIRECTOR JAMES 
COZART 
 
Finance Director James Cozart stated that after many requests from Long View citizens, the Town has 
moved forward with preparations to accept debit and credit card payments for fees owed to the Town.  
The Town will use a company that is through Peoples Bank.  The convenience fee that he is asking the 
Board to adopt will cover the processing fees and the expense of leasing the machines to accept credit 
cards.  The Town will have two machines: one at the counter and one at the drive-up window.  The plan is 
to start with only using one of the machines at the counter first.  This will allow staff to get used to the 
process.  The credit card processing company provided the Town with a list of fees associated with those 
cards and it is approximately a thirty-page document listing the different fees they charge depending on 
the type of card, how it is processed, if there is an awards program attached to it, if it is a credit or debit 
card, etc.  After looking at the list, he felt that a two-dollar fee per transaction would cover the cost of any 
card the Town were to take as payment and help with the leasing of the equipment.   
 
He recommended that the Board amend the fee schedule to include a $2.00 per transaction convenience 
fee for debit and credit processing. 
 
Mr. Cozart stated that next month, he would bring before the Board a credit card policy that will include 
the fee schedule.  The plan is to start taking credit card payments in January 2019.  This will give the Town 
time to get the terminals setup and tested.   
 
When Alderman Gary Lingerfelt asked if a sign would be posted notifying customers of the fee, Mr. Cozart 
stated that a sign would be posted at the drive-up window and at the counter.  This is also be included on 
the water bill. 
 
Alderman Randall Mays asked if they should adopt the fee schedule before the policy is in effect. 
 
Mr. Draughn stated that it would not really matter.  The Policy would-be in-house guidelines.  What is being 
asked for tonight is a change in the fee schedule.   
 
Alderman Elder stated that it would cost the Town to accept credit cards and this fee would be passed on 
to person paying with a credit card. 
 
Mr. Cozart stated that Aldermen Elder was correct. 
 
Alderman Mays asked if Mr. Cozart knew off hand what the credit card policy would entail and if $2.00 per 
transaction would cover the cost. 
 
Mr. Draughn stated that they were currently gathering information from other Towns to see what their 
policies stated. 
 
Mr. Cozart stated that he felt that $2.00 be enough.  The Town gets a slight discount because it falls under 
local government.   
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When Gary Lingerfelt asked if the readers would do the chip, Mr. Cozart stated that the equipment that 
the Town received will do the chip.   
 
Mr. Cozart stated that the Credit Card policy that the Town plans to have will have requirements of ID 
matching the name on the card and other items like that. 
 
Alderman Mays stated that if the fee does not cover the cost, the Town could always amend the schedule 
further.   
 
Mr. Draughn stated that Alderman Mays was correct.  The fee schedule could be amended at any time.   
 
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman David Elder to amend the fee 
schedule to include a $2.00 per transaction convenience fee for debit and credit card processing.  The vote 
to approve was unanimous. 
 
AYES:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
 Alderman David Elder 
 Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
 Alderman Dallas Tester 
 Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:  None  
 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – TOWN ADMINISTRATOR DAVID DRAUGHN 
 
Presentation 
Mayor Marla Thompson stated that one of our employees was able to help the US Post Office to identify 
one of their employees that was dumping mail.  Mayor Thompson asked Mr. Alan Bumgarner to come to 
the front and she read the Proclamation to those present.   
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2nd Annual BBQ Benefit 
 
Town Administrator David Draughn stated that the Long View Police Department and Fresh Air Galaxy 
were sponsoring the 2nd Annual BBQ Benefit.  The proceeds would go toward purchasing Thanksgiving and 
Christmas meals for families in need in Long View.  Last year, they purchased Thanksgiving hams and 
Christmas turkeys.   
 
The event is on Saturday, October 13, 2018 from 11:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 

Comments from Town resident Kenny Clontz  

Mr. Kenny Clontz stated the following: 

How many of ya’ll actually live in Long View?  How many of you like riding through your 
neighborhood and seeing dogs chained to trees or carports and hearing them bark for 
twenty hours a day? How many like to have 5 or 6 cars sitting in yards? One of them a 
pickup truck that is piled with trash.  How many like to see empty lots that have not been 
managed?  How many would like to see people living in a storage facility in your 
neighborhood? Those same people going outside and urinating near a bus stop.  That is 
what I live with.  How many would like to see, while driving down the road, a public 
nuisance?  With all this trash and stuff in the yards. It looks like a yard sale that never 
happens.  How many of the Aldermen, other than going out and putting up signs when 
you want to get elected, go through your ward and see if there is anything that can be 
done to improve it or anything that can be done?  I am just telling you… this town.  
Nobody wants to come to this Town.  When you talk about the businesses to bring jobs 
here, nobody is going to move here.  They will live somewhere else.  There is a pool 
setting below Caldwell TV that has had water in it for over four years.  There is no fence 
around it.  All it is going to take is one thing and it is going to be a tragic accident.   If it 
can be stopped, it needs to be stopped.  I don’t know what to do to fix this but something 
needs to change.  When I have people come to my house, I try to send them different 
ways so that they don’t see this stuff.  It is a shame.  You don’t see this in Hickory.  There 
need to be ordinances passed to stop this.  Nobody should have a dog chained to their 
porch on a six-foot rope.  When you walk by it, you hear it bark and raising cain to get to 
you.  Nobody has raised their hand that would like this.  Yet we live with this.    Please tell 
me why. 

Alderman Dallas Tester thanked Mr. Clontz for coming by and voicing his concerns.  He stated 
that a lot of the things that Mr. Clontz mentioned, the Board has already addressed.  He asked 
Mr. Clontz if he had contacted the Town about any of his complaints and has anyone came out to 
look at them.   

Mr. Clontz stated that he had contacted the Town and as far as he knew, no one has come.  He 
stated that he would say that he used to have a Meth house by his house.  He contacted Mr. 
Mullis and through a long process, the residents were kicked out.  It took another two months to 
get it cleaned up. 

Mr. Clontz stated that people are not supposed to discharge a firearm within town limits.  He 
knows for a fact that there is somebody over there shooting rats.   

He stated that he had to give credit to the Police Department.  He could call and they would take 
their lunch breaks to keep people from coming in and out of that house.   
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He is tired of living like that.  The value on his house is not what it should be.  Something needs 
to be done as far as people living in the apartments.  There is no way that is livable.  They don’t 
have plumbing.  If something happens to one of the kids at the bus stop, it will be a tragedy.  It 
could have been prevented. 

Mr. Mullis stated that the Town is working on it.  A case that has been started on that but it is a 
process. 

Alderman Tester asked Mr. Clontz to stay after the meeting and give the Town a list of his 
complaints.  The staff of the Town are great.  Every time that he has come to them with a issue, 
they have taken care of it.    

Mr. Clontz stated that he could not continue to live like this. 

Mayor Thompson stated that she would not like it either.  She asked him to keep calling with his 
complaints and the Town would continue to respond.  

Mr. Clontz stated that something needs to be done to stop the problem. 

Alderman Vanhorn stated that Mr. Clontz heard the previous discussion about the house that is 
getting ready to be condemned.  He explained that it was a yearlong process. 

There was some discussion about some other issues in his area. 

Mr. Clontz stated that he wanted to complain about Gaines Motor Line.  They were supposed to 
have a sound buffer around there.  About two years ago, they went in there and cut it down.   

Alderman Mays stated that it was supposed to have been planted back.  He asked for verification 
from Town Planner Charles Mullis.   

Mr. Mullis stated that they were and he was not aware that they hadn’t.   

Mr. Clontz stated that the Town is going to hell.  You got people bringing jobs here and he 
guarantees that not a one of them will move in this area.   

Mr. Clontz thanked the Board for their time.   

Comments from Town resident Billy Rice 

Mr. Billy Rice asked what kind of surveying they were doing at Fresh Air Galaxy. 

Alderman VanHorn stated that it was probably the Department of Transportation.  There have 
been many transfer trucks that have been going over the tracks there and have gotten hit.  He 
and the Planner have been going to the planning board for the Transportation Advisory 
Committee and have talked to them about getting the tracks fixed.  Currently they are trying to 
survey the number of cars and hopefully by 2020 and they will break ground.  The plan is to 
change that whole intersection to lower the angle down so that trucks can get through there.  
They did not tell how long it would take but they did say that they would be in Town at various 
times.   
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ADJOURNMENT 
Comments by Mayor Marla Thompson 
Mayor Marla Thompson reminded those present that the November Board of Aldermen Meeting 
was rescheduled to November 5, 2018 because the Town would be closed to celebrate Veteran’s 
Day on November 12, 2018.   
 
Mayor Thompson reminded everyone that October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 
 
Comments by Alderman Thurman VanHorn 
Alderman Thurman VanHorn thanked Mr. Bumgarner for a good job.  He appreciates what he does 
for the Town. 
 
Comments by Alderman David Elder 
Alderman David Elder stated that he was glad to see that the mail was recovered.  He joked that 
some of that mail could have been his.   
 
Comments by Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman Randall Mays thanked the staff that participated and the staff that came to the annual 
luncheon.   He hoped everyone enjoyed.   
 
Comments by Alderman Dallas Tester 
Alderman Dallas Tester thanked Mr. Bumgarner for finding the mail.  He joked that maybe next 
time he could clean the mail off before they send it out.   
 
Comments by Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
Alderman Gary Lingerfelt wished to thank Alderman Mays for the luncheon.   It is something a lot 
of people would not do and the Town really appreciates it.  It is really good. 
 
Alderman Lingerfelt stated that he always appreciated Alan.  He has helped him more than those 
present will imagine.  The technology is over at the Recreation Center to catch stuff like that.  He 
appreciates stuff like that. 
 
Comments by Mayor Marla Thompson 
Mayor Thompson thanked everyone for coming. 
 
She asked everyone to remember that Halloween is coming up and there will be a bunch of kids 
that are out in the roads trick or treating.   

 
There being no further business, motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by 
Alderman David Elder to adjourn the meeting at 8:13 p.m.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
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AYES:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
 Alderman David Elder 
 Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
 Alderman Dallas Tester 
 Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:  None  
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________      ___________________________________ 
Stephanie C. Watson     Marla G. Thompson  
Town Clerk, CMC, NCCMC    Mayor  
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