TOWN OF LONG VIEW
BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING
JANUARY 8, 2018
The Town of Long View Board of Aldermen met on Monday, January 8, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. in the Town
Council Chambers of the Government Center in Long View, North Carolina.
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: The following members of the Board were present: Mayor Marla G.
Thompson, Mayor Pro Tem/Alderman Randall Mays, Alderman David Elder, Alderman Gary Lingerfelt,
Alderman Dallas Tester, and Alderman Thurman VanHorn.
STAFF PRESENT: The following members of staff were present: Town Administrator David Draughn,
Town Attorney Jimmy Summerlin, Jr., Town Clerk Stephanie Watson, Finance Director James Cozart, Town
Planner Charles Mullis, Public Works Director Chris Eckard, Fire Chief James Brinkley, Police Chief Michael
Winters, Major Justin Roberts, Officer Raymond Denton, Officer Mike Ford, Officer Christopher Huffman,
and Volunteer Captain Jerry Sherrill.
OTHERS PRESENT: The following people were present: Steve Ward, Alex Thompson, and Al Koehler.
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: Mayor Marla Thompson called the meeting to order and Mayor Marla
Thompson gave the invocation.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Mayor Marla Thompson asked for approval of the minutes.
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn approve the
December 11, 2017 Regular Meeting Minutes and December 11, 2017 Closed Session Minutes. The vote
to approve was unanimous.
PUBLIC HEARING TO DISCUSS AN AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 72 TRAFFIC SCHEDULES: SPEED LIMITS OF
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES – TOWN ADMINISTRATOR DAVID DRAUGHN
Mayor Marla Thompson opened the public hearing to discuss an amendment to Chapter 72 Traffic
Schedules: Speed Limits of the Code of Ordinances.
Town Administrator David Draughn stated that Alderman Tester had been approached by residents on
37th St NW asking for the possibility to change the speed limit from 35 mph to 20 mph. This section of
37th Street NW is a short section measuring approximately 1/10 of a mile in length and is between 1st
Ave NW and Main Ave Dr. NW.
Alderman Gary Lingerfelt stated that he only sees one problem with changing the speed limit. There are
only five houses on that particular section of road. Most of the people using that street live past that.
He wonders how much of an issue that will be when those people passing through start getting a ticket
for going through there. They will be upset because the speed limit has been that way for years and
years. He has never seen speeding through there while he worked for the Town but it has probably
happened at some point. He really didn’t have a problem with changing the speed limit but it will be a
15-mph difference in speed so he wonders if it will create a ticket issue.
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Alderman Tester stated that the person that approached him about the reduction of the speed has a
four-year-old daughter and he has noticed the speeding. Mr. Tester added that for that stretch of road, it
is almost impossible to get up to 35 mph. That being said, it seems like the road should have had a 20mph speed limit in the first place.
Alderman VanHorn asked the Police Chief if the department could, for a short amount of time after the
change, give warnings to residents in that area if they are caught speeding.
Mr. Draughn stated that that the department could do a grace period for a short amount of time and
only give out warnings.
Alderman Elder stated that in other areas when a change of speed limit is made to a road, a red flag will
be place on the speed limit sign.
Chief Winters stated that sometimes when Towns decide to change the speed limit, they would make an
announcement in the paper too.
A resident from the 38th Street NW stated that the road is a lot better than it used to be. There used to
be a series of gulleys so bad that he called it a hemorrhoid road. When he comes in from Wilson road,
there is usually an issue of cars driving down the middle of the road. There is no line on that street.
Visibility is an issue and sometimes you won’t be able to see oncoming traffic that is in the middle of the
road. He has more troubles with that than with the speeding.
Mayor Thompson declared the public hearing closed and asked Mr. Draughn to explain the amendment.
Mr. Draughn explained that the amendment would be to change the speed limit from 35 mph to 20 mph
on that section of road.
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman Gary Lingerfelt to adopt the
amendment to Chapter 72 Traffic Schedules: Speed Limits of the Code of Ordinances. The vote to
approve was unanimous.
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FIREMAN’S RELIEF FUND APPOINTMENTS – FIRE CHIEF JAMES BRINKLEY
Fire Chief James Brinkley gave a brief synapsis of the Fire Fighters Relief Fund. He explained that he was
the current Chairman to the Relief Fund Board. He would be stepping down from that position as he
was recently appointed to the Fire Chief position and he did not want there to be any conflict of interest
or the appearance of it on the Board.
Chief Brinkley informed the Board of Aldermen that the Relief Fund Board met on December 12, 2017 to
discuss the changing of membership. He explained that Captain Jerry Sherrill (as Vice Chairman) and
himself (as Chairman) were the last appointments to the Relief Fund Board. With Chief Brinkley’s
stepping down as a member of the Board, that left an open position. Firefighter Mike Ford (also Long
View Police Lieutenant) has expressed interest in being on the Board and Chief Brinkley felt Mr. Ford
would be suited for that. Mr. Ford would be filling Chief Brinkley’s Board appointed spot. The Board of
Aldermen would also be re-appointing Captain Sherrill.
If passed, the new Relief Fund Board Members would be:
•
•
•
•

Chairman – Captain Jerry Sherrill
Vice Chairman – Todd Shoebridge
Treasurer – Steve Kanipe
Members – Mike Ford and Ryan Strickland

Chief Brinkley stated that the Relief Fund Board had developed a scholarship last year. There has been
no activity as far as requesting assistance or for applications for a scholarship.
Chief Brinkley stated that there is currently $48,482.39 in the account between checking and CDs.
Chief Brinkley requested that the Board re-appoint Jerry Sherrill and appoint Mike Ford to the Relief
Fund Board. With the changes in the State and the new general statute, they would serve on the Board
indefinitely or until they wanted to come off the Board.
Alderman Dallas Tester asked for confirmation that there is no longer an election for those positions.
Chief Brinkley stated that Alderman Tester was correct. The reason for the update was because Town
Administrator David Draughn requested that the Relief Fund Board bring this information before the
Board of Aldermen yearly.
Motion was made by Alderman David Elder, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to appoint Jerry
Sherrill and appoint Mike Ford to the Relief Fund Board. The vote to approve was unanimous.
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FINANCE REPORT – FINANCE DIRECTOR JAMES COZART
General Fund
Finance Director James Cozart informed the Board that at December 31, 2017 with fifty percent
of the Fiscal Year complete, General Fund Revenues totaled $2,195,867.36.
Expenditures totaled $1,689,825.40. Expenditures are down from last year due to the Town not
having a lot of Capital Outlay in the budget this year.
Revenues exceeded expenditures by $506,041.96.
Utility Fund
In the Utility Fund, revenues totaled $946,625.96.
Expenditures totaled $938,526.08.
Revenues exceeded expenditures by $8,099.88.
Mr. Cozart explained that the Utility Fund always takes a few months into the fiscal year to reach
its break even point due to the fact that the Town pays 62% of its debt from the Utility Fund
within the first three months of the year. Also last year, in July, the Town had a cash infusion
with the sale of the Raw Water Pump Station to the City of Hickory.
Back Property Taxes
Alderman Randall Mays stated that he noticed that there was an upswing in back property taxes.
He asked what the reason was.
Mr. Cozart stated that Catawba County is more actively pursuing collections now. They have
hired a law firm and they are aggressive in the collection of back taxes.
Mr. Cozart stated that the Town keeps ten years worth of tax information on the books.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
2018 Board of Aldermen Meeting / Invocation Schedule
Town Administrator David Draughn informed the Board of the 2018 Board of Aldermen
Meeting/Invocation Schedule.
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Request for 2018 – 2019 Budget Preparation Schedule Dates
Budget Retreat Date
Town Administrator David Draughn presented to the Board a draft 2018-2019 Budget
Preparation Schedule. He requested the Board select a date for the Budget Retreat in
March and for the Budget Work Session in May.
There was a brief discussion regarding the scheduling of the Budget Retreat.
Alderman VanHorn requested that the Budget Retreat date fall on a Friday if possible
due to him being off of work.
Alderman Mays stated that neither Thursday or Friday will work for him as the Budget
Retreat falls during the day.
Mr. Draughn stated that the Town usually has the Budget Retreat on the third or fourth
week of March.
Mayor Thompson asked that the Board look at having it on a Monday, Tuesday, or
Wednesday.
Alderman Elder stated that of those three days, he would pick a Monday.
Mayor Thompson asked if March 19th would work.
Alderman Lingerfelt stated that March 19th would work for him.
Alderman Mays suggested to keep Monday, March 19th and Monday, March 26th as
available dates for the Budget Retreat. That would give Alderman VanHorn a chance to
see which day he could take off of work.
Alderman VanHorn stated that he would make the request with his work to see if he
could take time off on one of those days. He would get back to the Board on which day
he was approved for.
Budget Work Session
Mayor Thompson asked what day the Board would be able to hold the Budget Work
Session.
Alderman Mays stated that he should be available during the week as long as it is after
4:00 p.m.
There was a brief discussion on what day to schedule the Town’s Budget Work Session.
The consensus was to have it on Friday, May 18, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. The meeting will be
held at Long View Town Hall.
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OTHER BUSINESS
37th Street
A resident of 37th St asked about painting a line on his road.
Mr. Draughn stated that the Public Works Department could look into painting the road if the
Board approves it. The Town will take care of it.
Pothole on 33rd Street SW
A resident stated that there was a pothole on 33rd Street SW. When the trucks come down the
road, they make a horrible noise when they go over it.
Town Administrator David Draughn stated that the Town would take a look at it.
ADJOURNMENT
Comments by Alderman Randall Mays
Alderman Randall Mays stated that he hoped that everyone had a good holiday and stayed safe.
There being no further business, motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman
Thurman VanHorn to adjourn the meeting at 7:53 p.m. The vote to approve was unanimous.

_________________________________
Stephanie C. Watson
Town Clerk, CMC, NCCMC

___________________________________
Marla G. Thompson
Mayor
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