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August 13, 2018 Board of Aldermen Meeting Minutes 

TOWN OF LONG VIEW 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING 
AUGUST 13, 2018 
 
The Town of Long View Board of Aldermen met on Monday, August 13, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. in the Town 
Council Chambers of the Government Center in Long View, North Carolina. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  The following members of the Board were present: Mayor Marla G. 
Thompson, Mayor Pro Tem/Alderman Randall Mays, Alderman David Elder, Alderman Gary Lingerfelt, 
Alderman Dallas Tester, and Alderman Thurman VanHorn.  
 
STAFF PRESENT:  The following members of staff were present:  Town Administrator David Draughn, 
Town Clerk Stephanie Watson, Town Attorney Jimmy Summerlin, Jr., Finance Director James Cozart, Town 
Planner Charles Mullis, Public Works Director Chris Eckard, Fire Chief James Brinkley, and Police Chief 
Michael Winters. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: The following people were present: Doug Chapman of McGill Associates, Rodney Bobak 
Phyllis Pennington, RJ Hullett, William Hullett, Robert Hullett, Eli Chapman, Shirley Lowman, Winson Hines, 
Steve Ward, Billy Rice, Project Manager Adam Gray for Precision Contracting and others were present. 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Marla Thompson called the meeting to order and Alderman 
Thurman VanHorn gave the invocation. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Mayor Marla Thompson asked for approval of the minutes.   
 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman Gary Lingerfelt to approve the 
June 25, 2018 Regular Meeting Minutes.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
AYES:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
 Alderman David Elder 
 Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
 Alderman Dallas Tester 
 Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:  None  
 
INTRODUCTION OF SPECIAL GUESTS 

Mayor Marla Thompson introduced Scout Troop 345 members Eli Chapman and William Hullett.  Also 
present was their Troop Leader Rodney Bobak.  The Troop members were present to witness the 
meeting so that they can earn their Communication Merit Badge. 

PUBLIC HEARING IN ORDER TO RECEIVE PUBLIC INPUT CONCERNING THE PROPOSED RE-ZONING OF 
FOUR VACANT PARCELS LOCATED ADJACENT TO THE BUSINESS AT 3420 U.S. HWY 70 S.W. – TOWN 
PLANNER CHARLES MULLIS 
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Town Planner Charles Mullis stated that the following information regards Rezoning Petition 08-18 which 
was received by the Long View Planning Department on June 7, 2018.   
 
The properties are owned by Hamby Brothers Concrete Inc.  The proposal is for the rezoning of four 
vacant properties.  These properties are highlighted in red.  The other properties that Hamby Brothers 
Concrete Inc owns are highlighted in blue. 
 

 
 
Mr. Mullis gave a brief overview of each of the properties to be re-zoned: 
 

• Parcel 278212952882 
o Current Zoning:  R-3 
o Property Acreage:  0.990  

• Parcel 278212955847 
o Current Zoning:  R-3 
o Property Acreage:  1.290 

• Parcel 278212953773 
o Current Zoning:  R-3 
o Property Acreage:  0.270 

• Parcel 278212956703 
o Current Zoning:  R-3 
o Property Acreage:  0.070 

 
The request is to rezone each property from R-3 to C-4 (General Business Zoning District).  Three of the 
properties are land locked and the forth property is way too small to develop.  All four properties are in 
the Duke Power right-of-way.  Only one property is off of 37th Street SW.  All properties are vacant lots 
and do not yet have addresses assigned to them.  They are identified by a Parcel Number. 
 
Mr. Mullis spoke briefly about of the surrounding properties.   
 
Mr. Mullis read the definitions of a R-3 District (Residential) and C-4 District (General Business).   
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He explained that all adjacent property owners had been notified of this public hearing.   
 
See attached:  ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS TO HAMBY BROTHERS CONCRETE INC. REZONING 
PETITION. 
 
Mr. Mullis read the Zoning Consistency Statement, the Planning Board Analysis of Zoning Map 
Amendment 08-18, and the Planning Board Analysis of Rezoning Petition 08-18.   
 
See attached: Zoning Consistency Statement, Planning Board Analysis of Zoning Map Amendment 08-
18, and Planning Board Analysis of Rezoning Petition 08-18. 
 
The total acreage of all of the properties is 2.62 acres in size. 
 
Mr. Mullis explained that as he understands it, the reasoning behind the request for the rezoning was to 
rezone all the tracks and then combine them together into one track.  The properties cannot be 
combined if they are not zoned the same. 
 
The Planning Board recommends that the Board of Aldermen approve this rezoning request. 
 
Alderman VanHorn asked what effect would the rezoning of the property between 531 and 829 have on 
the residents in regards to property taxes. 
 
Mr. Mullis stated that he did not feel it would have any effect.  These properties are all unbuildable due 
to the size or due to the fact that there is a Duke Power right-of-way running through there.  Once the 
properties are all combined into one, the Town has a code that says you can only have one principal 
structure per lot.  Their business would be sitting on that one lot and nothing else could be built on it. 
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Alderman Mays asked if they plan to combine the four smaller lots with the lot that has their building on 
it.  If so, that lot will have to be changed from a C-5 to a C-4 zoning. 
 
Mr. Mullis stated that he believed that was so but the application submitted to the Planning Department 
only included the rezoning of those four properties.   
 
Alderman Mays stated that the he knows that the topography is bad for that area, especially around the 
rights-of-way, but would the properties be restricted with their access to 37th St.   
 
Mr. Mullis stated that they will not be able to access that property off of 37th Street.  It will have to be 
accessed off of Hwy 70.   
 
There was some discussion about the fencing on the property and general access to the property. 
 
Alderman Mays stated that for 829, there will be that one single residential lot between that and the C-5 
on the highway. 
 
Mr. Mullis stated that there would be.  He still felt that all the properties would be continuous.  
Everything to the west would be residential. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman David Elder to open the public hearing 
to discuss the rezoning of the four vacant parcels (Parcel IDs:  278212952882, 278212955847, 
278212953773, and 278212956703).  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
AYES:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
 Alderman David Elder 
 Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
 Alderman Dallas Tester 
 Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:  None  
 
Mr. Mullis introduced Adam Gray, Project Manager for Precision Contracting.  He was present at the 
meeting as a representative for Hamby Brothers Concrete Inc.   
 
Alderman VanHorn asked what the company’s plans were for the properties.  Do they plan to lump them 
all into one or keep them separate? 
 
Mr. Gray stated that the company would probably talk about combining all the properties into one 
eventually to make it easier.  The owner plans to sale landscaping equipment on one side and sale mulch 
and rock on the other side. 
 
Alderman VanHorn asked if the properties would be fenced in. 
 
Mr. Gray stated that the property owner plans to use fencing to protect the equipment on the property. 
Everything will be fenced in for security reasons. 
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Alderman Mays asked if there would be some kind of buffer put in place on the properties to protect the 
residential properties to the North. 
 
Mr. Gray stated that they had not planned to as those are undevelopable properties.   There is a good 
amount of area in between it already.  He added that if it was something that needs to be done to meet 
the zoning, then they would not be opposed to doing that.  With the way it is set up, everything would 
be right off the road.  It would be easier to clean it up and have one property as opposed to nine 
properties.  It would be better to have one tax bill.   
 
When Alderman Mays asked Mr. Gray to verify that the company would not be doing things under the 
power lines, Mr. Gray said that the company would not.   
 
Mr. Mullis stated that what the company proposes to do is a permitted use in the C-4 zoning district.   
 
There being no further questions or comments, the public hearing was declared closed. 
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ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE #08-18: AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING MAP OF THE TOWN OF 
LONG VIEW – TOWN PLANNER CHARLES MULLIS 

Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman David Elder to adopt Ordinance 
#08-18: An Ordinance to Amend the Zoning Map of the Town of Long View.  The vote to approve was 
unanimous. 

AYES:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
 Alderman David Elder 
 Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
 Alderman Dallas Tester 
 Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:  None  
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CALL FOR A PUBLIC HEARING DURING THE SEPTEMBER 10, 2018 BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING TO 
DISCUSS AN AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 72 TRAFFIC SCHEDULES: SPEED LIMITS OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES (LOCATION: 26TH ST NW FROM 3RD AVENUE NW TO 7TH AVE NW) – TOWN 
ADMINISTRATOR DAVID DRAUGHN 
 
Town Administrator David Draughn informed the Board that Mayor Thompson had made a request on 
behalf of the residents at 26th Street NW, between 3rd Ave NW and 7th Avenue NW, regarding reducing the 
speed limit on this street from the current limit of 35 mph to 25 mph.  He discussed this change with Chief 
Winters and he has no issues with the speed limit change.   
 
Mr. Draughn requested that the Board call for a public hearing to take place during the next regularly 
scheduled Board of Aldermen Meeting.   
 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman David Elder to call for a public 
hearing during the September 10, 2018 Board of Aldermen Meeting to discuss an amendment to Chapter 
72 Traffic Schedules: Speed Limits of the Code of Ordinances.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
AYES:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
 Alderman David Elder 
 Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
 Alderman Dallas Tester 
 Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:  None  
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FINANCE REPORT – FINANCE DIRECTOR JAMES COZART 
 

BB&T Fire Truck Funding Resolution 
Finance Director James Cozart stated that he had a Resolution from BB&T Governmental Finance to 
arrange for the financing of the three fire trucks and the equipment that was discussed during the 2018-
2019 FY Budget Retreat and Budget process.  The total of the loan would be for $535,000 at an interest 
rate of 4% with annual payments of $48,118.49.  This is below the $50,000 annual limit that was 
discussed during the Budget Work Session.   
 
This would be for the one new fire truck, two used fire trucks, and the $75,000 needed for equipment 
for those trucks.  It would be a 15-year term.   
 
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to adopt the 
Resolution Approving Financing Terms for the one new fire truck, two used fire trucks, and $75,000 
needed for equipment to furnish those trucks.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
AYES:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
 Alderman David Elder 
 Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
 Alderman Dallas Tester 
 Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:  None 
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Tax Collection Letter from the Burke County Office of Tax Administration 
 
Finance Director James Cozart informed the Board that the Town had received its annual tax collection 
report from Burke County.  The Tax Administrator Daniel Isenhour sends this report to the Town every 
year to let the Town know what was collected in Burke County during the previous year.   
 
Mr. Cozart read the letter/report.   
 
See attached: Tax Collection Letter from the Burke County Office of Tax Administration 
 
Mr. Isenhour asked that this information be submitted to the Board of Aldermen for their approval and 
after approval, a letter be sent to him stating that it has been approved. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman David Elder, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to approve the 
Tax Collection Letter sent by Tax Administrator Daniel Isenhour in regards to the collection of Burke 
County’s taxes.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
AYES:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
 Alderman David Elder 
 Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
 Alderman Dallas Tester 
 Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:  None  
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Peoples Bank 
Finance Director James Cozart stated that approximately three weeks ago the Town was contacted by 
Peoples Bank with an interest in providing banking services for the Town.  He spoke with Rob Spencer of 
Peoples Bank about putting together a proposal the Town.  Mr. Cozart provided a copy of the Town’s 
June banking statements so that Peoples Bank could see the Town’s activity.   
 
Peoples Bank has responded and they are able to provide the same services that the Town currently has 
with BB&T.  They are willing to provide a free remote check scanner.  They will be able to save the Town 
approximately $1,800-$2,000 in service charges/banking services annually.   
 
They are a little further away than the BB&T in Hildebran.  Mr. Cozart stated that he and Mr. Draughn 
had spoken with the Police Chief about the change in distance and if it would be a problem for those 
officers taking the deposit.  The Police Chief told him it would not be a problem.  The Town has run into a 
few issues with taking the deposit to Hildebran because of the bank having higher traffic due to the 
closing of the local branch in Long View.  Considering this, the time to take the deposit may not be all 
that different.   
 
Mr. Cozart stated that he had also spoke with them about credit card processing.  Currently if someone 
comes in with a card, the Town has to send them to the ATM in Hildebran or to the one on Hwy 321 
since all the banks are gone.  Peoples Bank was even more competitive on pricing on credit card 
processing.  The fee would be approximately $2.50 per transaction which is the percentage fee plus the 
base fee together.  The Board would have to decide if the Town would absorb that fee or charge a 
convenience fee for that. 
 
Mr. Cozart stated that the plan was to first only take credit/debit card payments inside first.  The rate is 
cheaper if you swipe your card and put your pin number in versus an employee swiping the card.   
 
In talking with Mr. Draughn, the Town would like to move its banking there. 
 
Alderman Mays asked if Peoples Bank had challenging interest rates to work with in comparison. 
 
Mr. Cozart stated that as far as financing the fire trucks, nothing will beat Governmental Finance.  As far 
as interest, they do pay a little better.  The Town has moved the majority of the money over to North 
Carolina Capital Management Trust and that is where the interest is coming from.  Peoples Bank would 
save the Town on service charges. 
 
Mr. Cozart stated that it would take 45-60 days to do the switchover.   
 
When Alderman Mays asked if it was worth it to do the changeover, Mr. Cozart stated that it would be 
worth it to save money. 
 
Alderman VanHorn asked if Mr. Cozart would ask Peoples Banks to reconsider their fees for transactions 
if the Town were to move to their bank and use card scanning.   
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When asked by Alderman Elder to confirm Peoples Banks home office being in Newton, Mr. Cozart stated 
that it was. 
 
Mr. Cozart stated that he checked with BB&T and they are not willing to waiver on the cost of their 
service fees. 
 
Mr. Cozart stated that he had also spoke with them about moving their bank in town because there are 
two empty bank buildings.  Peoples Bank would like for the Town to do a proposal in writing and send it 
to their Newton location.  Peoples Bank does not have any banks on this end of the county.  The closest 
bank is in Viewmont. 
 
Mr. Cozart stated that Peoples Bank is on the Local Government Commission and the State Treasurer’s 
Office as an approved bank. 
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – TOWN ADMINISTRATOR DAVID DRAUGHN 
 
Board of Aldermen Meeting / Veteran’s Day (November 12, 2018) Discussion 

Town Administrator David Draughn stated that as he and the Mayor were going over their calendars, 
they noticed that the newly approved holiday, Veteran’s Day, falls on the date for the Board of 
Aldermen’s regular scheduled meeting night in November.   

He asked for the Board’s input. 

Mayor Marla Thompson stated that she would not be opposed to having the meeting moved to Monday, 
November 5, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. or the week after. 

Alderman Mays stated that having the meeting a week earlier would be good.  The Board could make a 
final commitment on the date at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 
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Water Tower Report – Doug Chapman, Town Engineer from McGill Associates 
Town Administrator David Draughn stated that the Town has had a lot of problems with overflow of the 
Southside Water Tower.  He along with Public Works Director Chris Eckard and Town Engineer Doug 
Chapman have been working towards trying to find a solution.  They have also been talking with the City 
of Hickory about this issue. 

Mr. Chapman gave the background history of the Town’s water tanks when the Long View Water Plant 
was still processing water and how the process works now after Long View started purchasing water 
from Hickory. 

Long View’s water tanks are at the same elevation as the City of Hickory’s so Long View is floating off the 
pressure that Hickory has and that is good thing.  The bad part of that is the Town’s water tanks are 
located just as close to the City of Hickory’s water plant as any of their tanks.  The City of Hickory is 
pumping water so it gets to the furthest tank they have.  Long View has connections to the City of 
Hickory system at 1st Avenue SW, 1st Avenue NW, and 2nd Avenue NW.  When they are all open, water 
does not tend to flow equally between the three of those connections.  One usually gets more water. 

About a year and a half ago, there was an instance where the tank overflowed.  This was due to the way 
Hickory’s system was running at that time.  It did not happen again until about two months ago and was 
pretty regular after that.   

Mr. Chapman stated that he and Mr. Eckard had done some research on why this is happening and have 
tried some different operational strategies and strategies in the field.  Mr. Eckard has experimented with 
cutting each of these connections off one at a time. 

Mr. Chapman explained the cycle of water now that Long View purchases water from the City of Hickory.   

Mr. Draughn and Mr. Eckard have been in contact with the City of Hickory about their water processing 
operation and what would be the best avenue to address the problem.  The three priorities are: water 
quality, not wasting water, and having enough water for fire protection. 

Mr. Chapman explained that since Long View is the closest to the water plant, it gets the water first but it 
also comes with higher pressure and that is causing the tank to overflow. 

Alderman Mays asked if there was a way to restrict the lines to slow that pressure down or does the 
Town need that amount of volume coming through the pipes. 

Mr. Chapman outlined the different strategies that could be used:   

• The Town could put a valve at the tank and when the pressure gets too high, the valve cuts off. 
When the level drops back down, the valve would open.  Those are hydraulically controlled 
valves so it would take a certain amount of pressure to make that happen.  He did not know if 
there was enough pressure difference to be consistent with that. 

• Another avenue would be to control the opening and closing of these connections.  Currently 
they are straight open with a meter and a check valve so that the water doesn’t flow back out of 
them.  The Town could put valves on there that are controlled.  They would work on tank level. 
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Mr. Chapman explained that they are trying to find the most effective and cost-effective solution. 

Alderman Mays asked if they were looking to put shut off valves on all three connections. 

Mr. Chapman stated that he hoped to be able to cut off the one that got the most water but found out 
through field tests that when one is cut off, the others compensate because they are located so close.  
The concern is to not do anything that will jeopardize fire protection in town.  It looks like that would 
have to been done to all three connections so that the Town could control it like it wants to.   

Mr. Chapman stated that the tank has a system that monitors the tank and it reports to Mr. Eckard and 
the City of Hickory Water Plant.  The idea is to use that signal to control those valves.   

Mr. Draughn stated that some of the data collected shows that sometimes when the City of Hickory runs 
their third pump, overflow occurs at Long View’s water tower.  The overflow dates versus the City of 
Hickory’s third pumps dates are being analyzed right now.  If that is the case, the three valves at the 
three points may be the solution and he would try to get Hickory to pay for it since their operation may 
be the cause. 

When Alderman Mays asked what the cost would be for the valves, Mr. Draughn explained that they 
have not talked cost. 

Mr. Chapman stated it would depend on size of the valves and the location that they are placed.  The 
electrical would also be part of the cost.  The signal at the tank and the pump station is cellular.   

When Mayor Thompson asked about adjusting the valves, Mr. Chapman stated that you can do just 
about anything with a control valve but he wasn’t sure if it would be any better. 

When asked by Alderman Lingerfelt about shutting the valves all at one time or one at a time, Mr. 
Chapman stated that he felt it best to shut them all at one time.  It should not affect the Town’s pressure.  
The people closest to the connections may see a little bit of difference but the change will be negligible.   

Mr. Chapman spoke briefly about how the system works. 

Mr. Draughn stated that he would keep the Board updated on the progress. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

There was no other business. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Comments by Alderman Dallas Tester 
Alderman Tester wished to thank Scout Troop 345 for attending the meeting.  He asked them to 
keep up the good work and said he was proud of them. 
 
Comments by Alderman David Elder 
Alderman Elder commended Fire Chief James Brinkley for having a good interview on Channel 9 
News.  He was very articulate.   
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Alderman Elder stated that he felt that the Senior Day Out on Wednesdays at the Recreation 
Center is going well. 
 
Comments by Mayor Marla Thompson 
 
Mayor Thompson stated that any Seniors in the Town were invited to join them for Seniors Day 
Out. 
 
Mayor Thompson thanked everyone for attending the meeting and asked everyone to be safe 
going home. 

 
There being no further business, motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by 
Alderman Gary Lingerfelt to adjourn the meeting at 8:22 p.m.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
AYES:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
 Alderman David Elder 
 Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
 Alderman Dallas Tester 
 Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:  None  
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________      ___________________________________ 
Stephanie C. Watson     Marla G. Thompson  
Town Clerk, CMC, NCCMC    Mayor  
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