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December 11, 2017 Board of Aldermen Meeting Minutes 

TOWN OF LONG VIEW 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING 
DECEMBER 11, 2017 
 
The Town of Long View Board of Aldermen met on Monday, December 11, 2017 at 7:30 p.m. in the Town 
Council Chambers of the Government Center in Long View, North Carolina. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  The following members of the Board were present: Mayor Vernon Moyer, 
Mayor Pro Tem/Alderman Randall Mays, Alderman Ken Bumgarner, Alderman David Elder, Alderman John 
McDaris, and Alderman Thurman VanHorn.  
 
NEWLY ELECTED BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  The following members of the newly elected Board were 
present: Marla G. Thompson, Gary Lingerfelt, David Elder (re-elected), and Dallas Tester. 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  The following members of staff were present:  Town Administrator David Draughn, 
Town Attorney Jimmy Summerlin, Jr., Town Clerk Stephanie Watson, Finance Director James Cozart, Town 
Planner Charles Mullis, Public Works Director Chris Eckard, Fire Chief Eric Shepherd, Police Chief Michael 
Winters, Major Justin Roberts, Officer Raymond Denton, Officer Mike Ford, Officer Eddie Marlowe, and 
Volunteer Fire Firefighter James Brinkley. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: The following people were present:  Judge Gregory Hayes, Adam Huckabee (Director 
of Facilities at Hickory Public Schools), Tina Tester, Tom and Jean Abernathy, Wayne and Linda Laughon, 
Ms. Stamy, Becky Smith, Rick Bebber, Cindy Elder, Shirley Lowman, Elizabeth Hobbs, Dianne Ward, Carolyn 
Thornbury, Michelle Whitener, Paul Whitener, Brian Shipman, Phyllis Pennington, Charles and Jackie Cook, 
Sherry and Avery Kirby, Fannie Grimes, Jenna Hudson, Joel Hudson, Kit Duckworth, Lisa Lingle, Kenny 
Lingle, Lane Townsend, Terry Grimes, Brenda Grimes, Phillip Zuzolo, Harold Duckworth, Tammera Hill, 
David Learner, Billy Rice, Alex Thompson, Lance Townsend, Kyle Thompson, Mark Thompson, and others 
were present. 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Vernon Moyer called the meeting to order and Alderman David Elder 
gave the invocation.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Mayor Vernon Moyer asked for approval of the minutes.   
 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman David Elder to approve the 
November 13, 2017 Regular Meeting Minutes.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
COMMENTS BY OUTGOING BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEMBERS 
Mayor Vernon Moyer gave an opportunity for the outgoing Board members to comment. 
 

Alderman Ken Bumgarner’s Comments 
Alderman Ken Bumgarner stated, “I would like to thank the people for giving me the 
opportunity to serve them for these past years.  I would like to thank all Town employees for 
their assistance.  Thank you to the volunteers.  I wish the Town well.  Marla Thompson is next in 
the Mayor seat and I appreciate her and know that she will do a good job.”   
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Alderman John McDaris’ Comments 
Alderman John McDaris stated, “I thank each and every one for the privilege of serving the Town 
for the last 16 years.  I have seen a lot of things going and a lot of things coming and as a whole 
they are all good.  The Town has a nice crew; firemen, public works, office personnel, etc.  You 
need to be proud of them.  I am proud of them for the wonderful work they do for the Town.  
Thank you.  We have a new Mayor coming on and she is the first female Mayor that I know of 
and I send to her best wishes and I wish her the best of luck.  I know she will do a fine job.  God 
bless each and every one of you.  You will be in my prayers.” 
 
Mayor Vernon Moyer’s Comments 
Mayor Moyer stated, “Almost 50 years ago I had the privilege of seeing the changing of the 
guard at Buckingham Palace in London, England.  While the pageantry tonight is not so 
elaborate, we are experiencing a similar event.  When I began to serve on this Board 28 years 
ago, the Board was meeting on the other side of this complex in a former chicken restaurant.  
We had a fire truck that had an engine that would not always start.  We had a backhoe that was 
so worn out that the operator could not dig a straight ditch.  There were special called meetings 
of the Board to make major zoning decisions without public input.  The Town staff was doing 
work on personal projects.  Policemen were using the back seats of their cars for clandestine 
trysts.  Since then, we have come a long way.  Now we have quality equipment in all of our 
departments.  Decisions are made legally and in the open.  We are accomplishing more work 
with fewer employees.  These improvements didn’t happen overnight but we were able to 
modernize little by little, year after year.  I am not planning to take credit for this but I am happy 
to have been a part of the developments that we have made.  The changes began before I 
arrived.  Persons like Ken Bumgarner, Jack White, and Lib Johnson leading the way.  We began 
hiring professional managers who have helped us to understand how the state of North Carolina 
expected us to operate this Town.  We made frugal but wise decisions about equipment 
purchases.  We supported our staff and have been able to retain quality persons who are 
committed to their tasks.  Yes, there were some hiccups along the way and some personnel 
changes had to be made, but I believe the Town has never been more efficient and more 
effective than it is right now.  We have done this without having to have tax increases till this 
last year when the State took away some of our major funding sources.  Along the way, we did 
have to make some hard choices like closing down the swimming pool and shutting down the 
water plant.  The Town is in secure financial condition with a growing fund balance.  It is by 
working together as a team that we were able to make these accomplishments.  I give credit for 
this to our staff that operates a tight ship and guides us into making good decisions.  To the new 
persons that are coming on this Board, I think you have some fresh and new ideas.  I hope you 
can make good accomplishments.  We are leaving you a solid foundation to work with and I wish 
you good luck as you step into this responsibility.  Give it your best shot as you serve this great 
little Town of Long View.” 

 
As the outgoing Board members rose from their seats, they received applause from the audience for 
their service to the Town.  
 
INDUCTION OF NEW BOARD MEMBERS 
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Judge Gregory Hayes was present to give the oath of office to Marla Thompson (Mayor), Gary Lingerfelt 
(Alderman – Ward 2), David Elder (Alderman – Ward 4), and Dallas Tester (Alderman – Ward 5). 
 
Judge Hayes stated that it was an honor and pleasure for him to be here.  He has been a judge a long 
time and as a judge he doesn’t get many happy occasions.  This is definitely a happy occasion.   
 
Judge Hayes asked Marla Thompson to approach and asked if she would like to recognize anyone. 
 
Marla Thompson recognized her friends and family that were present. 
 
Judge Hayes presided over the Oath of Office for Marla Thompson. 
 

OATH OF OFFICE 

I, Marla G. Thompson, do solemnly and sincerely swear (or affirm) that I will support the 
Constitution and laws of the United States; that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the 
State of North Carolina, and to the constitutional powers and authorities which are or may be 
established for the government thereof; that I will endeavor to support, maintain and defend the 
Constitution and laws of said State, not inconsistent with the Constitution of the United States, to 
the best of my knowledge and ability; and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of my office 
as Mayor, so help me God.  

Signed this 11th day of December, 2017. 

  Marla G. Thompson 
Mayor 

 

Judge Hayes asked Gary Lingerfelt to approach and asked if he would like to recognize anyone that was 
present. 

Gary Lingerfelt recognized his friends and family. 

Judge Hayes presided over the Oath of Office for Gary Lingerfelt. 

OATH OF OFFICE 

I, Gary Lingerfelt, do solemnly and sincerely swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution 
and laws of the United States; that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the State of North 
Carolina, and to the constitutional powers and authorities which are or may be established for 
the government thereof; that I will endeavor to support, maintain and defend the Constitution 
and laws of said State, not inconsistent with the Constitution of the United States, to the best of 
my knowledge and ability; and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of my office as 
Alderman, so help me God.  

Signed this 11th day of December, 2017. 
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  Gary Lingerfelt 
Alderman 

 

Judge Hayes asked David Elder to approach and asked if he would like to recognize anyone that was 
present. 

David Elder recognized his friends and family. 

Judge Hayes presided over the Oath of Office for David Elder. 

OATH OF OFFICE 

I, David Elder, do solemnly and sincerely swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution and 
laws of the United States; that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the State of North 
Carolina, and to the constitutional powers and authorities which are or may be established for 
the government thereof; that I will endeavor to support, maintain and defend the Constitution 
and laws of said State, not inconsistent with the Constitution of the United States, to the best of 
my knowledge and ability; and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of my office as 
Alderman, so help me God.  

Signed this 11th day of December, 2017. 

  David Elder 
Alderman 

 
Judge Hayes asked Dallas Tester to approach and asked if he would like to recognize anyone that was 
present. 
 
Dallas Tester recognized his family. 

Judge Hayes presided over the Oath of Office for Dallas Tester. 

OATH OF OFFICE 

I, Dallas Tester, do solemnly and sincerely swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution 
and laws of the United States; that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the State of North 
Carolina, and to the constitutional powers and authorities which are or may be established for 
the government thereof; that I will endeavor to support, maintain and defend the Constitution 
and laws of said State, not inconsistent with the Constitution of the United States, to the best of 
my knowledge and ability; and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of my office as 
Alderman, so help me God.  

Signed this 11th day of December, 2017. 

  Dallas Tester 
Alderman 
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APPOINTMENT OF MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 
Mayor Marla Thompson informed those present that the current Mayor Pro Tempore is Randall Mays.  
She opened the floor for nominations for the position. 
 
Alderman Dallas Tester nominated Alderman Thurman VanHorn for the position of Mayor Pro Tempore.   
 
Alderman David Elder nominated Alderman Randall Mays for the position of Mayor Pro Tempore. 
 
There being no further nominations, Mayor Thompson closed the floor for nominations. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Dallas Tester to appoint Alderman Thurman VanHorn as the Mayor Pro 
Tempore.  The motion died for lack of a second. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman David Elder, and seconded by Alderman Gary Lingerfelt to appoint 
Randall Mays as the Mayor Pro Tempore.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
See OATH OF OFFICE FOR MAYOR PRO TEMPORE below. 
 
APPOINTMENT OF WPCOG POLICY BOARD DELEGATE AND ALTERNATE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mayor Marla Thompson informed those present that the current WPCOG Policy Board Delegate was 
outgoing Mayor Vernon Moyer and the Alternate was Alderman Thurman VanHorn.  She opened the 
floor for nominations for the Delegate and Alternate positions. 
 
Mayor Marla Thompson stated that she would be willing to serve as the WPCOG Policy Board Delegate 
and then she opened the floor for nominations. 
 
Alderman Randall Mays nominated Mayor Thompson as the WPCOG Policy Board Delegate.   
 
There being no further nominations, the floor was closed for nominations. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman Randall Mays to appoint 
Mayor Marla Thompson as the WPCOG Policy Board Delegate.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 

WESTERN PIEDMONT COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS (WPCOG) POLICY BOARD  
(Previously Appointed Term Expires December 2017.  One year term.) 
 
The appointed members of this board will serve on behalf of the Town of Long View on the Board for 
the WPCOG and make appropriate presentations to the Board of Alderman regarding WPCOG activities 
that affect the Town. This Board meets monthly. The Western Piedmont Council of Governments serve 
all local, government members with professional assistance on a variety of local, regional, state and 
federal issues and programs. 
 

• Mayor Vernon Moyer - Delegate  
• Alderman Thurman VanHorn - Alternate  
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Mayor Marla Thompson asked for nominations for the WPCOG Policy Board Alternate position. 
 
Alderman Randall Mays nominated Alderman Thurman VanHorn for the Alternate position. 
 
There being no further nominations, motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by 
Alderman David Elder to appoint Thurman VanHorn as the WPCOG Policy Board Alternate.  The vote to 
approve was unanimous. 
 
APPOINTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (TAC) DELEGATE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mayor Marla Thompson stated that the previous TAC Delegate was Alderman Thurman VanHorn.  She 
opened the floor for nominations.     

When Alderman Randall Mays asked Alderman VanHorn if he would like to continue as the Town’s 
Delegate, Alderman VanHorn stated that he would like to continue. 

Alderman Mays nominated Alderman VanHorn to the position of TAC Delegate for the Town of Long 
View. 

Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Gary Lingerfelt to re-appoint 
Alderman Thurman VanHorn as TAC delegate.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 

PROCLAMATIONS HONORING OUTGOING BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEMBERS 
Mayor Marla Thompson read the proclamation honoring outgoing Board of Aldermen member Vernon 
Moyer. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman Randall Mays to adopt the 
Proclamation Honoring Vernon Moyer.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
Vernon Moyer was presented a copy of the proclamation as well as a key to the Town of Long View. 
 
Mayor Marla Thompson read the proclamation honoring outgoing Board of Aldermen member Ken 
Bumgarner. 

TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (TAC)  
(Previously Appointed Term Expires December 2017.  One year term.) 
 
The Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) is a separate committee requiring a local appointment. 
This committee participates in transportation planning process with NCDOT for the greater 
metropolitan area and the NCDOT Transportation Improvement Plan. 
 
Previous Appointment: 
 

• Alderman Thurman VanHorn - Delegate  
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Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman Randall Mays to adopt the 
Proclamation Honoring Ken Bumgarner.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
Ken Bumgarner was presented a copy of the proclamation as well as a key to the Town of Long View. 
 
Mayor Marla Thompson read the proclamation honoring outgoing Board of Aldermen member John 
McDaris. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman David Elder to adopt the 
Proclamation Honoring John McDaris.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
John McDaris was presented a copy of the proclamation as well as a key to the Town of Long View. 
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PUBLIC HEARING TO DISCUSS A POTENTIAL AMENDMENT TO THE CODE OF ORDINANCES REGARDING 
NUISANCE AND WEEDS PROVISIONS – TOWN PLANNER CHARLES MULLIS 
Town Planner Charles Mullis informed those present about the potential amendment to the Code of 
Ordinances regarding Nuisance and Weeds provision. 
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Mr. Mullis briefly went over the changes that were made to the current ordinance. 
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Mr. Mullis stated that the following was the final draft of the proposed ordinance amending the Code of 
Ordinance of the Town of Long View with respect to nuisances and weeds provision. 
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Mr. Mullis stated that as those present can see, the penalties have been significantly increased for 
violations of Town codes, particularly in regards to vegetation height.  
 
Mr. Mullis asked if anyone on the Board had any questions at this time. 
 
Alderman Randall Mays stated that his understanding was that with the initial citation under “Section C: 
Prosecution and Abatement”, the initial fine was included in the Administration fee of $175.00.  There 
was not a separate fee. 
 
Mr. Mullis stated that the $175.00 Administration Fee was his.  It has gone up from $160.00.  There 
would not be a fine for the first violation.  That is a warning. 
 
Alderman Randall Mays asked how many Agricultural properties were in Town. 
 
Mr. Mullis stated that there are no Agricultural zoning districts in Town.  There could be properties that 
plants are grown but the property itself is zoned for residential use.  It would primarily apply to that.  
There are properties that have fields of planted items and there are properties where there may be a 
garden.  These instances wouldn’t apply.  He would be able to determine what an agricultural producing 
property is.   
 
Mr. Mullis stated that the civil penalties and the Administration fees are the real issue.  The 
Administration fees have gone up to $175.00 on the first offence.  For the second it could go up to $250 
and for the third up to $500.00.  The hope is to put some teeth into the ordinance and to get residents to 
mow their grass and take care of their properties.   
 
There being no more questions from the Board, Mayor Thompson opened the public hearing for 
comments from those present in the audience. 
 
There being no questions, the public hearing was declared closed. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to adopt “An 
Ordinance Amending the Code of Ordinances of the Town of Long View with Respect to Nuisances and 
Weeds Provisions.”  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING TO DISCUSS A POTENTIAL AMENDMENT TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE IN REGARDS 
TO SIGNS – TOWN PLANNER CHARLES MULLIS 
Town Planner Charles Mullis informed those present about the potential amendment to the Zoning 
Ordinance in regards to signs.   
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Mr. Mullis informed those present that the following is a letter that he received from Adam Huckabee, 
the Director of Facilities at Hickory Public Schools.  The school system is requesting permission to put in a 
new sign at their school on 32nd Street SW. 
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Mr. Mullis explained that as shown in the Schedule of Maximum Permitted Signs by Area and Number, 
for R-2, R-3, R-4, and R-5 districts the maximum size in square feet is 16 and the maximum height is 6 
feet.  The Planning Board feels that while this might be sufficient for regular residential properties with a 
dwelling on it, this might not be enough signage for what a church or school might need.  Most churches 
and schools in Long View are on residential property.  The Planning Board believes that they need an 
allowance for more signage.  This would only be for churches and schools in residential zoning districts. 
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The following is the plan for the proposed sign: 
 

 
 
Mr. Mullis stated that the recommended addition to the Schedule of Maximum Permitted Signs by Area 
and Number and the proposed ordinance amendment were as follows: 
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Mr. Mullis stated that he would be happy to answer any questions at this time. 

Alderman Randall Mays asked if the ordinance was passed, if it would be of benefit to the Town to notify 
those that would be affected by it.   

Mr. Mullis stated that the Planning Department could notify them. 

Alderman Dallas Tester asked if Mr. Mullis knew anything about the illumination of the new sign.  How 
bright will it be? 

Mr. Mullis stated that he did not.  He has not approved their sign permit application yet as it was 
pending the outcome of tonight’s discussion.  He asked the Board to look at a passage from the letter 
from Adam Huckabee that reads: 

 

Mr. Mullis stated that there is only one house that would be affected by the light of the sign in this area.  
He notified the property owner of that house of tonight’s public hearing.  The owner is aware of what 
the proposal entails.   

There being no further comments by the Board, the public hearing was declared open. 

Mr. Adam Huckabee stated that he knew that this was an amendment to the Town’s ordinance.  This sign 
is pretty much identical to the sign used at the Long View Elementary School on Hwy 70.  Those signs do 
come standard where you can program the lights to dim down.  The school system does obviously not 
want something that will run all night long as it uses power.  He said that he personally went over to the 
school’s next-door neighbor and the neighbor did not have any issues with what the school is proposing 
to do.  If the neighbor did have an issue, he would be present at tonight’s meeting.  He stated that if 
anyone had any questions, he would be available to answer them.   

Alderman Randall Mays asked Mr. Huckabee if the lighting would be contained to within the sign or if 
there would be any exterior flood lighting.   

Mr. Huckabee stated that if there were anything added it would be limited to being directed at the sign 
but it would limit the actual projection of the LED sign.  There are currently no plans for anything to be 
projected at the sign.   

At this time the public hearing was declared closed. 

Motion was made by Alderman David Elder, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to adopt 
Ordinance No. 12 – 17: Ordinance to Amend the Town of Long View Zoning Ordinance in Regards to the 
Schedule of Maximum Permitted Signs by Area and Number.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
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CALL FOR A PUBLIC HEARING ON MONDAY, JANUARY 8, 2018 TO DISCUSS AN AMENDMENT TO 
CHAPTER 72 TRAFFIC SCHEDULES: SPEED LIMITS OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES – TOWN 
ADMINISTRATOR DAVID DRAUGHN 
Town Administrator David Draughn informed the Board that Alderman Dallas Tester has made a request 
on behalf of the residents on 37th Street NW between Main Avenue Dr. NW and 1st Ave NW, regarding 
reducing the speed limit on this block from the current limit of 35 mph to 20 mph.  The Board needs to 
call for a public hearing for the January 8, 2018 Board of Aldermen Meeting.   
 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman David Elder to call for a public 
hearing on Monday, January 8, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. to discuss an amendment to Chapter 72 Traffic 
Schedules: Speed Limits of the Code of Ordinances.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
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RESOLUTION HONORING FIRE CHIEF DAVID ERIC SHEPHERD ON OCCASION OF RETIREMENT 
Mayor Marla Thompson read the resolution Honoring Fire Chief Eric Shepherd on Occasion of 
Retirement. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to adopt the 
resolution Honoring Fire Chief David Eric Shepherd on Occasion of Retirement.  The vote to approve was 
unanimous. 
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Ethic’s for Local Elected Officials – Town Administrator David Draughn informed the Board that 
all newly elected / re-elected Board members are required to take a two-hour Ethic’s Course 
after each election.  The Board has twelve months to take the course.  The Town can setup 
something at Town Hall.  He asked all the newly elected officials to begin thinking of a time that 
they can attend. 

OTHER BUSINESS 
There was no other business. 
 
CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS A CONTRACT FOR LEGAL SERVICES 
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman David Elder to go into to a closed 
session at 8:31 p.m. to discuss a contract for legal services.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
Mayor Thompson invited Town Clerk Stephanie Watson to join the Board in the closed session. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to adjourn the 
closed session and return to the regular meeting at 8:36 p.m.  the vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to approve the 
Agreement for Engagement of Legal Council and re-appoint Jimmy Summerlin, Jr. as Town Attorney.  The 
vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
Mayor Marla Thompson presided over the Oath of Office for Jimmy Summerlin, Jr. 

 

OATH OF OFFICE 

I, Jimmy Summerlin, Jr., do solemnly and sincerely swear (or affirm) that I will support the 
Constitution and laws of the United States; that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the 
State of North Carolina, and to the constitutional powers and authorities which are or may be 
established for the government thereof; that I will endeavor to support, maintain and defend the 
Constitution and laws of said State, not inconsistent with the Constitution of the United States, to 
the best of my knowledge and ability; and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of my office 
as Town Attorney, so help me God.  

Signed this 11th day of December, 2017. 

  Jimmy Summerlin, Jr. 
Town Attorney 

 

OATH OF OFFICE FOR MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 

Mayor Marla Thompson presided over the Oath of Office for Randall Mays. 
 

OATH OF OFFICE 
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I, Randall Mays, do solemnly and sincerely swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution 
and laws of the United States; that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the State of North 
Carolina, and to the constitutional powers and authorities which are or may be established for 
the government thereof; that I will endeavor to support, maintain and defend the Constitution 
and laws of said State, not inconsistent with the Constitution of the United States, to the best of 
my knowledge and ability; and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of my office as Mayor 
Pro Tempore, so help me God.  

Signed this 11th day of December, 2017. 

  Randall Mays 
Mayor Pro Tempore 

ADJOURNMENT 
Comments by Alderman Thurman VanHorn 
Alderman Thurman VanHorn stated that he would like to thank Vernon Moyer, Ken Bumgarner, 
and John McDaris’s years of service to the Town.  They will be missed.  He thanked Fire Chief Eric 
Shepherd for his years of service.  Tonight would be a so called changing of the guards.  It is a good 
time but it is good to remember the past. He thanked them for their years of service to the Town.   
 
Comments by Alderman David Elder 
Alderman Elder thanked those who have retired this year, especially Eric Shepherd for his years of 
service.  He will be missed.  Special thanks to Vernon Moyer, Ken Bumgarner, and John McDaris 
for the years of service that they have given to the Town of Long View.   
 
Alderman Elder stated that the Christmas party was outstanding.  He wished to thank those who 
planned and set it up.   
 
Alderman Elder wished everyone a Merry Christmas and told everyone to remember the reason 
for the season.   
 
Comments by Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman Randall Mays stated that it was a hard thing.  He is losing several good people that he 
spent 30 plus years with.  He, Mr. Bumgarner, and Mr. Shepherd have been around for a very long 
time.  We are losing a lot of knowledge.  He has enjoyed every bit of the friendship and everything 
that has come with it.  He looks forward to the long term with all of the new Board members.  He 
hopes to hang on to the position as long as possible.  We want to keep this Town going.  We want 
to keep going forward and moving forward.  We don’t want to go back to where we came from.  
He wants to see the Town go on and he is here to put his effort into it.   
 
Comments by Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
Alderman Gary Lingerfelt stated that he was glad to work with Fire Chief Eric Shepherd, John, Ken, 
and Vernon for the last fourteen years.  He has known Ken all his life so he has been like a second 
dad to him.  Eric has helped him out when he was not feeling well.  As he is new, he will look to 
them for advice in the years to come.   
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Comments by Alderman Dallas Tester 
Alderman Dallas Tester thanked Mr. Bumgarner for his years of service.  It is a lot of knowledge 
that will be lost.  He will try to learn from everyone on the Board when he can.  If he needs to he 
will go to Mr. Bumgarner.  He thanked him for his service.  He thanked Mr. McDaris and Mr. Moyer 
as well.  He thanked Fire Chief Eric Shepherd for putting up with him and tolerating him.  He wished 
Mr. Shepherd all the best wishes.  He looked forward to working with the new Chief and to working 
with the Board.  He stated that he appreciated Ms. Pennington for running and he appreciated 
that she had run a clean race.  He stated that if there was anything he could do to help, let him 
know. 
 
Comments by Mayor Marla Thompson 
Mayor Marla Thompson thanked everyone for all their service.  She stated that she did not know 
Mr. Bumgarner or Mr. McDaris like she knew Mr. Moyer and Mr. Shepherd but she wished to thank 
them for all the time that they spent with the Town.  She has known Mr. Shepherd since he was a 
police officer and now he is the Fire Chief.  He is leaving now but that is okay as he will still be 
around.  Mr. Moyer is her neighbor in which she has known for 33 years.  She knows she will be 
able to go to him with questions.   
 
Mr. Moyer stated that there was no fence between the yards.   

 
There being no further business, motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by 
Alderman David Elder to adjourn the meeting at 8:49 p.m.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________      ___________________________________ 
Stephanie C. Watson     Marla G. Thompson  
Town Clerk, CMC, NCCMC    Mayor  
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