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April 8, 2019 Board of Aldermen Meeting Minutes 

TOWN OF LONG VIEW 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING 
APRIL 8, 2019  
 
The Town of Long View Board of Aldermen met on Monday, April 8, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. in the Town Council 
Chambers of the Government Center in Long View, North Carolina. 
  
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  The following members of the Board were present: Mayor Marla G. 
Thompson, Mayor Pro Tem/ Alderman Randall Mays, Alderman David Elder, Alderman Gary Lingerfelt, 
Alderman Dallas Tester, and Alderman Thurman VanHorn.  
 
STAFF PRESENT:  The following members of staff were present:  Town Administrator David Draughn, Town 
Clerk Stephanie Watson, Town Attorney Jimmy Summerlin, Jr., Finance Director James Cozart, Town 
Planner Charles Mullis, Public Works Director Chris Eckard, Fire Chief James Brinkley, Deputy Fire Chief 
Garrett Huffman, and Police Chief Michael Winters. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: The following people were present:  Lisa Helton of the Western Piedmont Council of 
Governments, Melissa Kerekes of the Children’s Advocacy and Protection Center, Kimberly Cozart, Steve 
Ward, Ashley Huffman, Dennis Setzer, Billy Rice, Phyllis Pennington, Ashley Trexler, Wayne Trexler, Sarah 
Todd, and Benjamin Winston.  
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Marla Thompson called the meeting to order and Alderman Randall 
Mays gave the invocation. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Mayor Marla Thompson asked for approval of the minutes. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman David Elder to approve the March 
11, 2019 Regular Meeting Minutes, March 11, 2019 Closed Session Minutes, and March 25, 2019 Special 
Meeting Minutes.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:   Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman David Elder 

  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
 

PUBLIC HEARING TO SEEK PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR THE CLOSEOUT OF THE 2015 COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECT (GRANT#: 15-I-2762 WATER AND SEWER 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT) – LISA HELTON OF THE WESTERN PIEDMONT COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
Lisa Helton of the Western Piedmont Council of Governments stated that the following will be the closeout 
public hearing for the Shuford Area CDBG project.  It was very successful.  The project replaced 3,314 linear 
feet of sewer line and replaced 3,192 linear feet of water line.  The benefit for the project with a 91% low 
mod benefit.  It assisted 36 households.  The final cost of the project was $1,680,474.53. 
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Ms. Helton stated that after the public hearing, she will complete the closeout information and send it to 
the state. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Aldermen David Elder to open the public 
hearing for the closeout of the 2015 Community Development Block Grant Infrastructure Project (Grant#: 
15-I-2762 Water and Sewer Improvement Project.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:   Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman David Elder 

  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 

 
Alderman Randall Mays stated that it was a good job.  It was really beneficial to that area out there.    The 
infrastructure was very aged and outdated. 
 
Mr. Draughn wish to thank the following:  Lisa Helton of the WPCOG for her valuable assistance negotiating 
the bureaucratic waters of the CDBG program, Finance Director James Cozart for assisting Ms. Helton, Doug 
Chapman and Mike Patton of the Town’s engineering firm McGill and Associates for their good design work 
and project management, the contracting company Two Brothers for their good work, and Public Works 
Director Chris Eckard for his daily monitoring of the project over the months long period by making sure all 
parties involved were on the same page and for making sure everything was taken care of. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman Gary Lingerfelt to close the public 
hearing.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:   Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman David Elder 

  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 

 
PUBLIC HEARING TO DISCUSS A REQUEST TO REZONE THE PROPERTIES AT 1220 19TH STREET SW AND THE 
VACANT PROPERTY TO ITS IMMEDIATE SOUTH (CATAWBA COUNTY PIN 2792-14-44-5035) – TOWN 
PLANNER CHARLES MULLIS 
 
Town Planner Charles Mullis read the following information to those present: 
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Pictured above and outlined in green is the property at 1220 19th St SW.  The property is currently zoned R-
3 and has an old industrial building located on it. 



 
Page 9 of 26 

April 8, 2019 Board of Aldermen Meeting Minutes 

 

Pictured above and outlined in green is the vacant property and it is identified by its Catawba County Pin 
Number 2792-14-44-5305. 
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The map above shows what the surrounding parcels are zoned. 

Mr. Mullis explained that due to Article 7: Section 7.2 of the Zoning Ordinance, if the owner were to only 
rezone the property at 1220 19th St SW, he would not have access to the property as he cannot go through 
a residential property to get to something that is not residential.  For this reason, the vacant lot has to be 
rezoned as well.  

(Article 7: Section 7.2 is listed on the following page)  
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Mr. Mullis stated that he had received an opinion letter from one of the surrounding property owners 
about this rezoning request.  The letter writer was not able to attend the meeting because they live in 
Florida. 

Alderman Dallas Tester stated that one of the concerns is potentially broken sewer pipes.  If asked if that 
was the case. 

Mr. Eckard stated that if there were, they were not the Town’s. 

Alderman Mays stated that if only the property with the building is rezoned, there is currently no access to 
that property. 

Mr. Mullis stated that it was correct.  There is a driveway on the current vacant property but they would 
not be able to use it because it goes through two residential lots.  They would have to put in another 
driveway. 

Alderman Lingerfelt stated that he thought that it was that way because the original owners owned 
multiple lots in that area. 

Alderman Mays asked if there was any indication that the owner has tried to obtain a driveway permit 
from the Department of Transportation (DOT).  It is a state-maintained road so any access to it would 
require a permit from the DOT.  It is a highly traveled road.  Some people use it as a short cut from 33rd 
Street to Hwy 70.  It has a lot of school traffic in the mornings and afternoons.  There is a large mitigating 
factor that any type of business projected to be on that would be a bad location for any place to get in and 
out onto that road.  That is in a blind curve.  You can see it coming if you are going eastward but if coming 
from 70 to 33rd, you can’t see.  Traffic concerns is a big mitigating factor. 

Mr. Mullis stated that he was not aware if the owner had got a driveway permit.  He did not have any 
NCDOT traffic count numbers for that street.  There are neighborhoods that are accessed off of that road 
and there are school bus routes.  There are trucks going to Gaines Motor Lines.  It is a highly traveled 
street. 

Alderman Mays stated that the existing structure on that one property is not worth rehab as it in a state of 
disrepair.  It has been sitting for 15 years.  As far as the property zoned ED that adjoins it, it is so buffered 
by the topography and the high-tension lines, he didn’t really feel that it was contiguous even though the 
mapping says it is.  That is all residential from pretty much the creek to 33rd Street.  Everything in there is 
homes except for Gaines Motor Lines.  It looks like changing the zoning would be a disruption to all that is 
in the area.  The current zoning that the properties have seem reasonable.   

Mr. Mullis stated that the ED zoning district property that adjoins the property up for discussion belongs to 
Queens Transportation.   

Mr. Mullis reread the definition of ED zoning and stated the permitted uses for that district. 
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Mr. Mullis introduced Ashley Huffman, the owner of the properties who submitted the rezoning 
applications to the Planning Department.  

Alderman Randall Mays stated that his concern was once the properties are zoned ED, anything allowed by 
ED zoning can be placed in there.  It is not a promissory thing.  He did like the idea of planned 
development.  He felt that the property location was not suitable place to be zoned ED due to location on 
the curve and traffic flow.  The road is not that wide. 

Mayor Marla Thompson asked if there were any other questions. 

There being no further questions, motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by 
Alderman David Elder to open the public hearing to discuss a request to rezone the properties at 1220 19th 
Street SW and the vacant property to its immediate south (Catawba County PIN 2792-14-44-5035).  The 
vote to approve was unanimous. 

AYES:   Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman David Elder 

  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
 

Sara Todd, one of the adjoining property owners, stated that her major issue is with traffic.  Gaines Motor 
Lines is already overloading that road so any further traffic may be of concern.  Where a warehouse may 
be fine, a place with office work or production will increase traffic and they would see that as neighbors.  
She asked about the size of the parking lot to be placed on the property and the effect of rain water 
drainage.  She was curious about how the change would affect property values of the adjoining homes.   

Alderman Mays stated that if the driveway permit was issued by the DOT, the DOT would probably want 
the driveway to be placed as far away from the curve as possible and it would put it closer to Ms. Todd’s 
residence.   

Ms. Todd stated that there were already drainage problems there.  The driveway will cause further issues.  
If the land is changed, someone will need to look into how it will affect water movement.   

Mr. Mullis stated that the DOT would be the one to explain to the property owner about drainage and 
where to place the driveway.  He would think it would be completely out of the Town’s hands.  The only 
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concern of the Town would be that it would not disturb the Town’s water and sewer lines.  He did not 
know the requirements of the DOT for that. 

Alderman Mays stated that the Town would have to direct the owner on any development as far as water 
control because of the drainage situation there.  The Town would have to look at the permeable soil 
around there.  The more impervious surface created, the more drainage will be directed towards 19th 
Street.  There is already a problem there where it is overflowing the road.  There is a three- or four-way 
intersection in that curve too.  In winter time it is very horrendous. 

Alderman Lingerfelt asked what the plans were for the property.  Is it going to be a warehouse? Is there 
going to being any development for that south property? 

Alderman Mays stated that for any way it goes, once the property is zoned to ED, any allowable usage 
within the ED standard is what can go on there.  That property is subject to whatever uses are allowed 
under its zoning.  The zoning is more important. 

Alderman Lingerfelt stated that if it is developed, they would have to meet all the standards.  You can’t run 
water off on somebody else.  That is not always taken care of.  He spoke briefly about his own drainage 
issues from Penelope Church.  The Town would have to stick to making sure that water is directed where it 
needs to go.   

Alderman Mays stated that there is almost a five acre tract there.  Some of the uses that are allowed could 
mean having thirty to forty employees working there.  There would be a large parking area.  ED has so 
many allowable uses.  It is not “what I am going to do with it” but what can be done with it.  The next 
person that owns it may do something different.  That area is mostly residential except for Gaines Motor 
Lines.     

Mr. Mullis stated that for perspective, the vacant parcel is 3.07 acres in size.  It has a road frontage of 420 
feet.  It is 397.5 feet deep.  The lot with the building on it is 1.7 acres in size and 196.9 feet deep. 

There was some discussion about how far the property goes and if it goes back to the property lines. 

Alderman Lingerfelt asked if the owner would have to combine the two properties into one.   

Alderman Mays stated that it seems like the owner would have to combine them to get the access road to 
that rear building. 

Mr. Mullis stated that if they combine the lots that would eliminate any future development on that 
property.  There could only be one principal structure per lot.  

Alderman Mays asked if rezoned, is it possible that the front tract, if not combined, could be used as a 
parking lot. 

Mr. Mullis stated that it could not be used as a parking lot unless it is the same lot.  The properties must be 
combined if the front property is to be utilized for parking.  This is where storm water regulations and 
impervious surface regulations come into play.  The Planning Board did not get into any of the 
development aspects of this.  They simply looked at whether the property could be rezoned. 
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Alderman Mays stated that he is looking at what could become of the property if it is rezoned.   

Alderman VanHorn stated that if it is used for a warehouse, the lower level could become a parking lot and 
used for a staging area for eighteen wheelers.   

Alderman Mays stated that he did not feel that rezoning it to ED would be appropriate for that area. 

Benjamin Winston, an adjoining property owner, stated that the road is already deteriorated from semi-
trucks so repair for that road will become an issue.  Traffic is an issue.  There could also be a noise nuisance 
if air brakes are used.  Gaines is sectioned off.  Being right next door, what they put in could affect how 
much noise they make.  It could be a noise nuisance. 

Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman Dallas Tester to close the public 
hearing.  The vote to approve was unanimous.   

AYES:   Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman David Elder 

  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 

 

Alderman Mays stated that the Town is business orientated but there are appropriate places for 
businesses.  If you look at the current zoning map, it is completely surrounded by R2 and R3 properties.  
There is one vacant tract from a pre-existing business fifty years ago.  The owner then had the house and a 
business.   

DENIAL OF ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE PROPERTIES AT 1220 19TH STREET SW AND THE 
VACANT PROPERTY TO ITS IMMEDIATE SOUTH (CATAWBA COUNTY PIN 2792-14-44-5035) – TOWN 
PLANNER CHARLES MULLIS 
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Dallas Tester to deny the adoption of 
the ordinance to rezone properties at 1220 19th Street SW and the vacant property to its immediate south 
(Catawba County PIN 2792-14-44-5035).  The vote to deny was unanimous. 
 

AYES:   Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman David Elder 

  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 

CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH PROCLAMATION – MELISSA KEREKES OF THE CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY 
AND PROTECTION CENTER 
Ms. Melissa Kerekes stated that she was representing the Prevention Council of the Children’s Advocacy and 
Protection Center where they implement child abuse protection awareness in Catawba County and was 
there to accept the Town of Long View’s Child Abuse Prevention Month Proclamation. 
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Mayor Marla Thompson read the Child Abuse Prevention Month Proclamation. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to approve the 
Child Abuse Prevention Month Proclamation.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 

AYES:   Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman David Elder 

  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
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ADOPTION OF NEW LOCAL GOVERNMENT RECORDS RETENTION SCHEDULE 
Town Administrator David Draughn stated that included with the Board’s packet is an agreement with the 
State.  When there are changes made to Chapter 121 and 132 of the General Statutes regards to retention 
and disposition of public records, they must be adopted by the Town.   
 
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to adopt the new 
local government records retention schedule.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 

AYES:   Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman David Elder 

  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
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FINANCE REPORT – FINANCE DIRECTOR JAMES COZART 
 
FINANCE REPORT 

Finance Report 
General Fund 

Finance Director James Cozart informed the Board that with 75% of the Budget Year 
complete as of March 31, 2019, revenues in the General Fund totaled $3,530,852.02.  The 
Town has collected 87.73% of its budget revenues.  

Expenditures totaled $2,980,216.61.  The Town has spent 74.05% of its operating budget. 

Revenues exceeded expenditures by $550,623.41.    

Mr. Cozart stated for the current year, the Town has collected 99% of its property taxes for 
2018.  Catawba County has been more actively diligent.  The normal collection rate is 
about 97%.   

Utility Fund 

In the Utility Fund, revenues totaled $1,495,633.63.   The Town has collected 77.11% of its 
projected revenue. 

Expenditures totaled $1,449,553.09.     The Town has expended 74.73% of its budget.  

Revenues exceeded expenditures by $46,080.54.  That total is down from last year due to 
the Inflow and Infiltration problem that is currently being addressed by the Public Works 
Department and McGill Associates.  Last month’s sewer bill is down from two months prior 
but there is still an increase there.   

Budget Ordinance No. 02-18-19: Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 5 

Finance Director James Cozart introduced Budget Ordinance No. 02-18-19: Budget Ordinance 
Amendment No. 5.  The purpose of Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 5:  The Town received a 
$16,600 grant on March 19, 2019 in the form of a direct deposit from the NC Department of 
Commerce.  The purpose of this amendment is to increase the Street Department budget to use 
those funds to pay for a Sidewalk Master Plan. 

Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman David Elder to adopt Budget 
Ordinance No. 02-18-19:  Budget Ordinance Amendment No. 5.  The vote to approve was 
unanimous. 

AYES:   Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman David Elder 

  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – TOWN ADMINISTRATOR DAVID DRAUGHN 

Town Administrator David Draughn stated that the two new police cars are in but they haven’t been 
striped yet.  The new Fire Department brush truck is also in and available for viewing after the meeting. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

There was no other business. 

CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS A PROPERTY SALE 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Aldermen Gary Lingerfelt to go into a 
closed session at 8:16 p.m. to discuss a property sale. The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:   Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman David Elder 

  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 

 
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to adjourn the 
closed session and return to the regular meeting at 8:26 p.m.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 

 
AYES:   Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 

Alderman David Elder 
  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
 

Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman David Elder to approve the sale of 
Long View properties at 2333 8th Ave NW, 2353 8th Ave NW, and a part of the property on 23rd St NW, 
Hickory to Heico Holdings, LLC or its assigns for $100,000.00, subject to upset bidding requirements of NC 
General Statute 160A-269.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:   Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman David Elder 

  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
Comments by Alderman David Elder 
Alderman Elder stated that everyone needs to get involved in the prevention of child abuse.  If you 
see something, say something.   
 
Comments by Dallas Tester 
Alderman Tester wished to thank the Lord Jesus Christ for his blessings on me and the town.  He is 
also pleased with the Fire Department’s new brush truck. 
 
Comments by Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
Alderman Lingerfelt stated that this was a good meeting.  He appreciated people coming out to give 
their opinion on the proposed zoning change of those properties.  
 
Comments by Mayor Marla Thompson 
Thank everyone for coming.  Please be safe as you are going home. 

 
There being no further business, motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman 
David Elder to adjourn the meeting at 8:29 p.m.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:   Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman David Elder 

  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 

 
 
 
 
_________________________________      ___________________________________ 
Stephanie C. Watson     Marla G. Thompson  
Town Clerk, CMC, NCCMC    Mayor  
 


