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TOWN OF LONG VIEW 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING 
JANUARY 9, 2017 
 
The Town of Long View Board of Aldermen met on Monday, January 9, 2017 at 7:30 p.m. in the Town 
Council Chambers of the Government Center in Long View, North Carolina. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  The following members of the Board were present: Mayor Vernon Moyer, 
Mayor Pro Tem/Alderman Randall Mays, Alderman Ken Bumgarner, Alderman John McDaris, and 
Alderman Thurman VanHorn.  
 
*Mr. David Elder was present and was unanimously appointed Alderman for Ward 4 during the meeting. 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  The following members of staff were present:  Town Administrator David Draughn, Town 
Attorney Jimmy Summerlin, Jr., Town Clerk Stephanie Watson, Finance Director James Cozart, Town 
Planner Charles Mullis, Public Works Director Chris Eckard, Fire Chief Eric Shepherd, Police Chief Rick 
Coffey, Officer Justin Roberts, Captain James Strickland, and Captain James Brinkley.  
 
OTHERS PRESENT: The following people were present: Mr. David Elder and Mrs. Cindy Elder were present. 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: Mayor Vernon Moyer called the meeting to order and gave the invocation. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Mayor Vernon Moyer asked for approval of the minutes.   
 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman Ken Bumgarner to approve the 
December 12, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
APPOINTMENT OF ALDERMAN TO WARD 4 FOR VACANT UNEXPIRED TERM 

Alderman Randall Mays stated that he would like to nominate David Elder for the Alderman position. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Ken Bumgarner to appoint David 
Elder as the Alderman for Ward 4.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
Town Attorney Jimmy Summerlin, Jr. administered the oath of office to Mr. Elder. 

 

OATH OF OFFICE 

I, David Elder, do solemnly swear that I will support and maintain the Constitution and laws of 
the United States, and the Constitution and laws of North Carolina not inconsistent therewith, 
and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of my office as Alderman of the Town of Long View, 
so help me God. 

I , David Elder, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States; that I 
will be faithful and bear true allegiance to the State of North Carolina, and to the constitutional 
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powers and authorities which are or may be established for government thereof; and that I will 
endeavor to support, maintain and defend the Constitution of the said State, not inconsistent 
with the Constitution of the United States, to the best of my knowledge and ability, so help me 
God.   

Signed this 9th day of January, 2017. 

  __________________________________ 
David Elder 

Alderman 
 

Sworn and subscribed before me this 9th day of January, 2017.  
 
(Notary Seal) 
 

__________________________________ 
Notary Public 

 
Notary Commission Expires:  __________________________ 

 

 

 

Alderman David Elder stated that he really appreciated the Board’s faith in selecting him for the position.  
He will definitely do the best he can to uphold all the duties.  He has a tough act to follow as Vernon 
Moyer has been the Alderman for his Ward for about 20 years or so.  He added that he is really looking 
forward to the challenges and the fellowship the Board will have.   
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APPOINTMENT FOR FIREMAN’S RELIEF FUND 
Captain James Brinkley congratulated the newly appointed Board of Aldermen members and then gave a 
brief overview of the Fireman’s Relief Fund.  Last year, the Board of Aldermen appointed Captain Brinkley 
and Captain Jerry Sherrill to the Relief Fund.  Upon speaking with Captain Sherrill, Captain Sherrill has 
expressed interest in keeping the position.  Other members of the Committee include: Firefighter Ryan 
Strickland, Firefighter Todd Shoebridge, and Engineer Steve Kanipe who serves as the 
Treasurer/Secretary.  All those individuals are still on board. 
 
Captain Brinkley briefly discussed House Bill 19 that was passed on June 30, 2016 and how it affects 
committee members’ appointments in the future.  There will no longer be nominations of the Board.  
The person serves at the pleasure of the Board.  If the member decides to quit, they will need to come to 
the Board and then a relief or replacement will be selected. 
 

 
 

 
 
Captain Brinkley informed the Board that Engineer Steve Kanipe, who is the Treasurer/Secretary, has 
expressed interest in no longer being on the committee and somebody has expressed interest in Mr. 
Kanipe’s spot.  Captain Brinkley explained that he requested that Mr. Kanipe stay on for another year so 
that the interested person can shadow him so that he would have an understanding of the duties for 
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that position.  Captain Brinkley said that he would have an update on this matter to present during the 
January 2018 Board of Aldermen Meeting. 
 
The Fireman’s Relief Fund Committee had received no requests for assistance in 2016.   
 
Currently, total funds for use are $46,159.48. 
 
The Fireman’s Relief Fund Committee is currently working on developing a scholarship fund for 
firefighters and their dependent children.  Firefighters would have to apply for it.  The Committee has 
appointed a Selection Committee to review the scholarship applications and then bring it before the 
Relief Fund Committee.  Preparations for the scholarship fund project should be completed by the end of 
February. 
 
Captain Brinkley asked the Board if they had any questions. 
 
Alderman Randall Mays asked Captain Brinkley if he and Captain Jerry Sherrill would like to continue 
their appointment on the Fireman’s Relief Fund Committee.   
 
Captain Brinkley stated that they would like to continue their appointments with Captain Brinkley being  
the Chair and Captain Sherrill being Vice Chair. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Ken Bumgarner, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to appoint 
Captain James Brinkley and Captain Jerry Sherrill to indefinite positions on the Fireman’s Relief Fund 
Committee.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
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SALE OF TOWN OWNED REAL PROPERTIES 
Town Administrator David Draughn stated that during the last meeting he had informed the Board that 
he would make some recommendations on those two properties that didn’t sale the last time the Town 
tried the advertisement for bids sale.  He explained that he had spoke with Town Attorney Jimmy 
Summerlin, Jr. about this matter  
 
Mr. Draughn recommended, with Attorney Summerlin, Jr.’s interpretation of the statutes, that the Town 
sale the properties the same way where the Town will advertise the sale and have the 30 day waiting 
period before bids can be accepted but make the bidding period longer.  Last time the Town did 45 days.  
He suggested advertising it in a broader spectrum and leaving the bidding period open for up to six 
months if the Board so chooses. 
 
The two properties in question are:   

• 1939 1st Ave SW - Minimum bid of $5,000.00.  The lot was obtained after demolition. 
• 800 28th St SW – Minimum bid of $20,000.00.  The lot was obtained after demolition. 

 
Town Attorney Jimmy Summerlin, Jr. stated that the way he interpreted the statute is that the only 
limitation is that there has to be 30 days between the advertisement and the first day that bids are 
opened.  The Town can start considering them after the 30 days and consider them up to 6 months until 
the Town finds an acceptable bid.  He did not believe the Town had to keep the bids open for the full 6 
months if an acceptable bid is found. 
 
Mr. Draughn stated that he would have Town Attorney Jimmy Summerlin, Jr. to help him write the 
advertisement correctly.  The Town may also place a for sale sign on the properties with a number to call 
for instructions. 
 
Mr. Draughn stated that the Town Attorney will handle all closings of any properties sales. 
 
Mr. Draughn asked if there were any questions. 
 
Alderman Randall Mays stated that if the Town puts it in for 6 months and the Town starts opening the 
bids after the 30 day period, any time between the 30 days and 6 months the Town can accept the bid if 
it is what it wants.  The question is would the Town have to advertise for an upset bid on it? 
 
Attorney Summerlin, Jr. stated that the statute does not say that you have to do that when doing it 
through the sealed bid process.  If you have a negotiated offer, you can do the upset bid process.  When 
doing the advertising for sealed bid, there is no upset bid requirement. 
 
Alderman Randall Mays asked if the Town receives a reasonable bid between the 30 day and 6 month 
period, would it be ok to go ahead and finalize it before the 6 month period is over? 
 
Attorney Summerlin, Jr. stated that Alderman Mays was correct.  Once the Town receives an acceptable 
bid, it can close the bidding process.  He added that if the Town so chooses, that it might draw more 
interest if the Town does decide to do an upset bid.   
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Mr. Draughn stated that the Town does not have to do a 6 month period.  It can be longer or shorter. 
 
Mr. Mullis stated that there was an error in the agenda packet memorandum for this agenda item.  The 
property at 800 28th Street SW has a R-4 Zoning designation, not a R-3 Zoning designation.   
 
Mayor Vernon Moyer asked if the bid is opened before the 6 month term ends, does the bid become 
public information?  One person could give one bid and then the next person could potentially up the 
bid if the bids are public knowledge. 
 
Attorney Summerlin, Jr. stated that they probably would be covered under the public records law but the 
Town is not doing the upset bid process. 
 
Mr. Draughn stated that once the Town receives a reasonable bid, the Town will accept the bid and sale 
the property. 
 
There being no further discussion, motion was made by Alderman Ken Bumgarner, seconded by 
Alderman Thurman VanHorn to sale the two properties as discussed, and authorize the Town 
Administrator to conduct the sale through the sealed bid process.  The bid period will be for six months 
beyond the required 30 day period with the minimum bids set for the properties of $5,000.00 for 1939 
1st Avenue SW property and $20,000.00 for the 800 28th Street SW property.  Bids will be opened as 
received up to the set date and will continue until an acceptable offer is made.  The vote to approve the 
motion and second was unanimous. 
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FINANCE REPORT 
General Fund 
Finance Director James Cozart informed the Board that in the General Fund as of November 30, 
2016, with forty-two percent of the budget year complete, revenues totaled $1,610,006.27.  
Nearly fifty percent of budgeted revenues have been collected. Revenue totals this fiscal year 
exceed revenues last fiscal year by $208,542.00.  This comprised mostly of the addition of 
tipping fees to the General Fund and the increase in property taxes.   
 
Expenses totaled $1,590,121.02 or forty-nine percent of the budgeted expenses for the year.  
Expenses are up only .08% from last year.   
 
Revenues exceeded expenses by $19,885.25. 
 
Utility Fund 
In the Utility Fund, revenues totaled $1,092,851.34.  Just over fifty-nine percent of budgeted 
revenues had been collected.  Revenues this year are up over last year by $245,743 due mainly 
to the sale of the Raw Water Pump Station.   
 
Expenses totaled $943,953.60.   
 
Revenues exceeded expenses by $148,898 in the Utility Fund. 
 
Alderman Randall Mays stated that looking at last year compared to this year there is about 
$100,000 spent less than from last year.  He asked what the reason was. 
 
Finance Director James Cozart stated that he would have to pull the records to see what the 
reason was.   

 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Grant Updates 

Century Furniture Reuse Grant – Town Administrator David Draughn informed the Board 
that there has been very little activity on the grant.  Century Furniture has not yet 
created the jobs that they wanted to create.  They have also not got their shipping areas 
totally finished.  While they have gone ahead and done some work at the new plant, 
they have not yet requested any draw down and don’t plan to until jobs are created. 
 
CDBG – Town Administrator David Draughn informed newly appointed Alderman David 
Elder that the Town of Long View has been awarded a $2,000,000.00 grant for water and 
sewer line replacement in the area behind the old Shuford Plant.  The engineering report 
may be approved in the next few weeks.  Once that is done, that will permit the start of 
designing and surveying.  He estimated that construction will not begin on the project 
until summer or fall.   

 
OTHER BUSINESS 



 
Page 27 of 28 

January 9, 2017 Board of Aldermen Meeting Minutes 

There was no other business. 
 
CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS A PERSONNEL MATTER  
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to go into a 
closed session at 7:52 p.m. to discuss a personnel matter.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman Ken Bumgarner to adjourn the 
closed session and return to the regular meeting at 8:07 p.m.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Alderman Thurman VanHorn 
Alderman VanHorn wished to thank the Public Works Department for the great work they did on 
the roads after the snowfall.  They did a great job. 
 
Alderman David Elder 
Alderman Elder stated that he enjoyed his first meeting.  He appreciated the welcome that he 
received from everyone. 
 
He also wished to commend the Public Works Department for all the work that they did over the 
weekend to get the roads clear so that the community could get out and about.  It is still 
treacherous out there.  Thanks for everyone that puts their life on the line. 
 
Alderman Randall Mays 
Alderman Randall Mays wished to think Public Works Director Chris Eckard and his department 
for their work.  He received no calls this year.  Everything went well with the roads and everything 
went good.  The department did a terrific effort. 
 
He informed Fire Chief Eric Shepherd that he liked the Fire Department’s report in the agenda 
packet this month. 
 
He wished everyone going home after the meeting a safe journey due to the weather conditions. 
 
Alderman Ken Bumgarner 
Alderman Ken Bumgarner agreed with the other Board members about appreciating the work that 
the Public Works Department did.  They did a good job.   
 
Alderman John McDaris 
Alderman John McDaris stated that the rest of the Board covered it when they thanked the Public 
Works Department for their work over the weekend. 
 
Mayor Vernon Moyer 
Mayor Vernon Moyer stated that he would like to thank the Fire Department for helping his family 
during an incident that occurred on the night before New Years.  His family was planning a get 
together and his son brought in a cooker that hooks up to a propane bottle.  When lit, there was 
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a ball of fire around the top of the tank.  The Fire Department was called and they came with a 
CO2 extinguisher to put it out.  It turns out that it had a defect from the factory. 
 
His family was grateful to have that support from the Fire Department. 

 
There being no further business, motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by 
Alderman Ken Bumgarner to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
 
 
___________________________                                  _________________________ 
Stephanie C. Watson     Vernon Moyer  
Town Clerk, CMC     Mayor  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          


