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March 13, 2017 Board of Aldermen Meeting Minutes 

TOWN OF LONG VIEW 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING 
MARCH 13, 2017 
 
The Town of Long View Board of Aldermen met on Monday, March 13, 2017 at 7:30 p.m. in the Town 
Council Chambers of the Government Center in Long View, North Carolina. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  The following members of the Board were present: Mayor Vernon Moyer, 
Mayor Pro Tem/Alderman Randall Mays, Alderman Ken Bumgarner, Alderman David Elder, Alderman John 
McDaris, and Alderman Thurman VanHorn.  
 
STAFF PRESENT:  The following members of staff were present:  Town Administrator David Draughn, Town 
Attorney Jimmy Summerlin, Jr., Town Clerk Stephanie Watson, Finance Director James Cozart, Town 
Planner Charles Mullis, Public Works Director Chris Eckard, Fire Chief Eric Shepherd, Police Chief Rick 
Coffey, and Officer Justin Roberts.  
 
OTHERS PRESENT: The following people were present:  Director of Development George W. Jarrett of 
Monro Muffler/Brake & Service; Glenn D. Gray, President of CDATA Construction Document Services, LLC; 
Attorney Andy Howell; Clark Sigmund; Dallas Tester; Shirley Lowman; Heather Reynolds; Cheryl Walker; 
Mark Walker; Angie Weeks; Mary Ann Boughman; Margie Cline; Rowland Clay; Deanne L Knox; David 
Whitener; and others were present. 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: Mayor Vernon Moyer called the meeting to order.  Alderman Ken Bumgarner 
gave the invocation. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Mayor Vernon Moyer asked for approval of the minutes.   
 
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to approve the 
February 13, 2017 Regular Meeting Minutes.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING TO RECEIVE PUBLIC INPUT ON A ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT – TOWN PLANNER 
CHARLES MULLIS 
Town Planner Charles Mullis informed the Board that the Town of Long View Planning Department has 
received a petition for a proposed amendment of the Long View Zoning Ordinance regarding tire recapping 
shop.  This potential amendment would allow for tire recapping shops to be a permitted principle use in 
the C-4 General Business Zoning District.  The Ordinance is numbered 3-17.   
 
Mr. Mullis read the “Planning Board Analysis of Zoning Text Amendment 3-17”, the certification of 
notification of “Adjacent Property Owners to 3788 17th Avenue Circle Southwest”, and the recommended 
definition of a Tire Recapping Shop.   
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Mr. Mullis informed the Board that Table 5-1 (as follows) is the Schedule of Permitted and Permissible 
Uses by District.  An “X” in the appropriate column shows a “Permitted Principal Use”.  If it is blank it is a 
“Prohibited Use”.  Under Miscellaneous Uses a Tire Recapping Shop is currently only permitted in the C-5 
and Industrial Zoning Districts.  Currently in all other districts it is prohibited.   

The proposal would be to allow for this particular use to be a permitted use in the C-4 General Business 
Zoning District.  In all the other districts, it would continue to be prohibited. 
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Mr. Mullis stated that he had received a letter from CDATA Construction Document Services, LLC that 
reads as follows: 

 



 
Page 7 of 42 

March 13, 2017 Board of Aldermen Meeting Minutes 

The following is a picture of the property being discussed.  It is located on the corner of 33rd St SW and 
17th Ave Cir SW.  It is approximately 6.76 acres in size.   

 

The following is a picture of the preliminary proposed site plan. 
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The proposed zoning ordinance amendment reads as follows: 
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Mr. Mullis stated that on behalf of the Town of Long View Planning Board, he requested a motion that 
the Board of Alderman approve Ordinance No. 3-17 as recommended by the Planning Board. 

He asked if the Board had any questions. 

Mayor Vernon Moyer stated that he wondered if the word “commercial” should be included in the 
definition of a “Tire Recapping Shop”.  Under that definition, it would only allow for the recapping of 
commercial vehicle tires and not all vehicle tires. 

Mr. Mullis stated that the proposed definition does only say for commercial vehicles.  He asked if the 
Board would like to change it to all vehicles. 

Mayor Moyer suggested to just strike out the word “commercial”.   

There being no further questions or comments from the Board of Aldermen, Mayor Moyer declared the 
public hearing open for comments.  He informed those present in the audience that they would be 
allowed three minutes to make comments. 

Upon being asked by a resident about the effect on the building on the surrounding air quality and water 
quality, Mr. Mullis introduced Mr. George Jarrett, Director of Development of Monro Muffler/Brakes & 
Service to answer any questions about the business. 

Mr. Jarrett stated that there would be no effect on air quality as all the industrial processes are contained 
within the building.  As for water, they will a have retention pond.  Water runoff from the hard surface 
parking lot would be retained there.  Other than that, there should be no effect on water quality. 

When asked about noise, Mr. Jarrett stated that all the noise will be directed in a southerly direction 
toward the interstate.  There are no door openings on the rear wall or on the side walls.  There should be 
no noise pointing toward the residential properties.  The company also plans to do landscaping that will 
help with noise reduction, including the use of evergreen trees.   

When asked about the distance from 33rd Street, Mr. Gray estimated that it would be approximately 250-
300 feet to the berm.  The berm is about 7 feet high.  He went into detail about water runoff on the 
property and how it would be directed.   

When asked about how the smell will be handled, Mr. Jarrett explained that there really should not be 
any smell.  He gave a brief description of the process in which he explained that the “cooking” will be 
contained in a pressurized vessel and the air will be filtered before it enters the environment.  There 
should not be any black or white smoke. 

Mr. Jarrett spoke briefly about the commercial truck tire center and how it is currently allowed under C-4 
zoning. 

One of the residents from the discussed area stated that his concern was with noise at night.  He spoke 
briefly about Kenworth trucking and how all through the night there are trucks coming in and out.  The 
noise is not too bad when the truckers drive like they are supposed to but occasionally he will hear the 
trucks going “BLAM, BLAM, BLAM, BLAM!” because they will check brakes. 
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 Mr. Jarrett stated that they don’t plan to operate after 5 p.m. often.   

Mr. Jarrett addressed one resident’s concern about lights shining in her window at night.  He explained 
that the company plans to have shoe box lighting that will direct the light down.   

When asked about tire storage, Mr. Jarrett explained that there will be about 300 tires outside.  If 
required, they will put a roof over the tires to prevent water collection and prevent issues with 
mosquitoes.   

When asked if an environmental impact study had been done, Mr. Jarrett stated that there had not been 
one as he did not think one had to be done.   

When asked if the company had any other facilities like this that had been built near residential areas, 
Mr. Jarrett stated there have not been any that the company operates.   

One of the residents expressed his concern about the business affecting property values.  Mr. Jarrett 
stated that the property is already a commercially zoned property.  Anything that goes there will be 
commercial.  He felt that a retread plant would have less impact on property values than a trucking 
station because everything will be contained within the building.   

Mr. Jarrett briefly spoke about the property and the proposed plan.  The existing facility where the 
company is currently being inadequate.  

When asked why the company purchased the land when they were aware of a re-zoning that needed to 
take place, Mr. Jarrett explained that the purchase of the property is contingent on the zoning issue 
being approved.   

Alderman Randall Mays explained to those present that the Board was not doing a rezoning for the 
property.  It is a text amendment.  The property is already zoned C-4.   

When asked by a resident if this would also impact other properties that are zoned C-4 and should not 
other residents near other areas zoned C-4 be present, Alderman Randall Mays stated that it would 
impact whatever property that is zoned C-4.   

Mayor Moyer stated that for a text amendment, there would not be a need to publish it more broadly.   

A few residents from the area stated that they did not want that type of business connecting to their 
yards. 

When one resident asked what the roof material would be made of, Mr. Jarrett stated that he had not 
yet chosen the type of roofing material but it would not be silver or mirrored. 

When asked how much water would be involved in the process, Mr. Jarrett stated that there was no 
water used in the recapping process.   

When asked if there were any Aldermen that lived near where this facility will be, there was some 
discussion about which Alderman would be closest.  Alderman Thurman VanHorn stated that it was his 
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Ward but he is about two miles away.  Alderman Randall Mays stated that he is about a half a mile away 
and he understands the noise concerns due to him living near Gaines Motor Lines. 

Mr. Jarrett stated that the property is considered commercial and whether his company moves in or 
another, there will be commercial business there eventually. 

Some of the residents present stood and stated that they were against the amendment.   

When asked about the text amendment, Town Planner Charles explained that a text amendment was 
decided on because a re-zoning of the property would not have been possible.  Re-zoning that property 
to a use that would allow for this (rezone to C-5 or Industrial) would have been considered spot zoning.  
This property is already zoned commercial.  There is already Kenworth at the end of the street.  Currently 
under construction is the natural gas facility on that street.  This would fall in right there with it.  This 
would be a good distance off of 33rd Street SW.  It would only operate during normal business hours.  The 
company will not be removing existing vegetation that forms a buffer between the facility and local 
residents but will probably be putting more in.  He stated that the Town could request that the tires 
could be covered in order to keep water from collecting.  The company is sensitive to those concerns. 

Mr. Mullis stated that the elected officials are not approving the plan tonight.  The approval will be done 
through the Planning Department.  The company will have to get the required permits through the 
county as well.  He felt that business would increase the tax base as well as bring several new jobs to the 
area.  This was the reason for the recommendation by the Planning Board. 

Mr. Mullis stated that if the amendment is adopted, a tire recapping shop would be a permitted use in 
every property in Long View that is zoned C-4.  Most of the C-4 properties are primarily along Hwy 70 
and 1st Ave SW.   

He explained that out of the seven acres that the company plans to purchase, only about five acres will 
be used.  They need the land to build the facility.  The property along Sweet Bay Lane is not zoned for the 
business in question.  The topography is also a very hilly area.  This would be an adequate area for the 
business as it is right off the interstate.  I-40 and 33rd Street will always be an access for trucks as it is the 
most direct route to access the Town’s industrial center.   

When asked about the process, Mr. Mullis explained that Catawba County issues most of the permits for 
the facility.  The Town of Long View will only be granting zoning approval.    

When asked about water usage for the process, Mr. Mullis explained that the only water used would be 
for restroom facilities and drinking fountains. 

When asked about “cooking” and a concern for air quality, Mr. Jarrett explained the process. 

When a resident expressed concern about getting lung cancer from the smoke from the facility, Mr. 
Jarrett explained that it would not happen due to the industrial process that the company is using.  
There is a maintenance schedule that will have to be followed with the industrial process. 

When asked about what kind of security fencing will be used to protect against stealing, Mr. Jarrett 
stated that he would not like to have any type of barbwire fencing on the property.  The barbwire used at 
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other facilities has not been much of a deterrent from stealing.  The plan is to operate everything inside 
the building, so anyone stealing would have to break into the building.   

Mr. Gray briefly discussed where the small amount fencing will be located. 

Mayor Moyer declared the public hearing closed. 

Alderman Randall Mays asked Mr. Jarrett if there were any EPA regulations that his facility would have to 
adhere to.  Mr. Jarrett said no. 

Alderman Randall Mays stated that a lot of people have a concern about sound and so does he.  With 
everything being self-contained within the building, how much noise will the buffing process make and 
are most of the tools operated pneumatically.  He also asked if they will have an air compressor that will 
be internal or external and will it be operated around the clock or only during hours of operation.  

When asked by Alderman Mays, Mr. Jarrett briefly went over the process.   

Mr. Jarrett stated that the adhesive utilized for the process is a low BLC because it has to be to meet 
current EPA requirements. 

Alderman Randall Mays asked how particulates are contained when doing the buffing process.   

Mr. Jarrett stated that the particulates are minor and is almost like a furnace filter.  The only real bi-
product that is recyclable is the rubber that is milled off the old tires which goes into a trailer and is later 
sold to recyclers.   

Mr. Jarrett stated that normal operating hours would be 7 AM – 6 PM on Monday through Saturday.  
There would be no operation hours on Sunday.   

Mr. Jarrett stated that the compressor would be contained within the building.  The compressor may 
come on at night if there was a demand.  He gave a description of the type of compressor he plans to 
use. 

When Alderman Ken Bumgarner asked if the area would be paved and if water runoff would run to the 
catch basin, Mr. Jarrett said that there would be a bio detention basin and a regular detention basin on 
the other side. 

Alderman David Elder asked what height the berm would be. 

Mr. Gray stated that there was fair amount of slope on the site.  On one berm, the top end would be 
about five feet and the bottom end would be about 10 feet.  At the other berm, it would be about nine 
feet at the highest point.  He explained the reasoning for the heights.  He added that they plan to add 
vegetation to minimize the view of the building from residents.   

Alderman Randall Mays stated that from looking at the plan, it looks like the parking may be inadequate 
for having a manufacturing and retail center.  He asked if that will be addressed.   

Mr. Mullis stated that the company would address this issue.  The site plan before the Board is merely a 
preliminary site plan, not the final site plan.  Mr. Mullis stated that he had not begun his review of the 
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plan because without approval of the retread plant, there would be no point in moving forward.  If 
approved, his next step would be to get the final site plan from the company and then go through the 
zoning ordinance and make sure that everything that is required all meet zoning approval.  Once they 
meet zoning approval, they will have to work on acquiring the proper permits from Catawba County.  
Once everything is completed with Catawba County, only then will Mr. Mullis issue the company a 
Certificate of Occupancy.  The process will take some time. 

ADOPTION OF A ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT  

Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman David Elder to approve 
Ordinance No. 3-17 as recommended by the Long View Planning Board.  The vote to approve was 
unanimous. 
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DISCUSSION OF “SPEED LIMIT” CHANGE ON 3RD AVENUE NW FROM 27TH ST NW TO 25TH ST NW – 
POLICE CHIEF RICK COFFEY 

Police Chief Rick Coffey informed the Board that recently there had been some complaints about traffic 
leaving the Hickory Brands / Century Furniture area on 27th Street NW during the afternoon hours.  Some 
people in the neighborhood are complaining about speeding.  He had some of his officers radar this area 
and the vehicles were mostly driving the current 35 mph speed limit.  The speed may be high for this 
street based on the volume it can have during these times. 

He asked that the Board make a motion to adopt the ordinance amendment to Chapter 72, Schedule I 
Speed Limits, that will change the speed limit on 3rd Ave NW between 27th Street NW and 25th Street NW 
from 35 mph to 25 mph. 

Alderman Randall Mays stated that currently the speed limit is 35 mph.  If the Board agrees to decrease 
the speed limit to 25 mph, will that do anything to deter the traffic from coming through that area?  Is 35 
mph a safety factor? 

Mayor Vernon Moyer stated that the primary concern of the neighborhood was a safety factor. 

Town Administrator David Draughn stated that the Town could not stop people from coming through 
that area but by reducing the speed it might make the area a little safer. 

Motion was made by Alderman Ken Bumgarner, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to reduce the 
speed limit on 3rd Avenue NW from 27th St NW to 25th St NW from 35 mph to 25 mph.  The vote to 
approve was unanimous. 
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DISCUSSION OF HB 64 AND SB 94 OPPOSITION RESOLUTIONS 

Town Administrator David Draughn informed the Board that the included Bill was introduced in the 
General Assembly regarding changes to North Carolina elections.  Partically concerning to the Town of 
Long View with this Bill would be changes to Municipal Elections and School Boards.  The changes the 
Bill will make include moving municipal elections from odd numbered to even numbered years.  He 
stated that he did not personally see the need for the change and that by taking municipal elections and 
moving them together with general elections, it takes some of the importance off of municipal elections.   

The second issue is with changing non-partisan elections to partisan.  It will up costs because the Town 
would be required to have primaries which are currently not needed.   

There are other problems too.  Most elections are setup through Charters and if this gets passed, 
Charter amendments will have to be made and that has to be done by General Assembly.   

He stated that currently no one has been able to answer him how appointments would work.  Currently 
municipal boards make appointments for vacancies.  If elections become partisan by state law, 
appointments are made by the party of the member vacancy like with County commissioners.  That 
takes more control out of locality in his opinion.   

He said that he spoke about this during his manager meetings and although there is currently not an 
issue with ABC referendum in Long View, it may cause problems with that too if that comes up. 

Mr. Draughn stated it felt like it was more of the State meddling and this is why he has presented two 
resolutions that oppose these two Bills for the Board to consider.  They have been adopted by three 
towns in the county.  If the Board agrees with his assessment of the proposed Bills, they can adopt the 
resolutions and they will be sent with a letter from the Mayor to the legislative delegation.   

Motion was made by Alderman Ken Bumgarner, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to adopt the 
resolutions opposing House Bill 64 and Senate Bill 94.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
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FINANCE REPORT 
General Fund 
Finance Director James Cozart informed the Board that the General Fund as of January 31st, with 
58% of the fiscal year complete, revenues totaled $2,506,184.  That is 77% of the budgeted 
revenue for the year. 
 
Expenditures totaled $2,107,154.  That is 65% of the budgeted expenditures for the year. 
 
Revenues continue to stabilize in the General Fund.  The additional tax revenue along with 
Department Heads minimizing spending where possible has helped the General Fund. 
 
Revenues exceeded expenses by $399,030 at January 31st. 
 
Utility Fund 
In the Utility Fund, Revenues totaled $1,396,250 which is 76% of the budgeted revenues for the 
year.   
 
Expenditures totaled $1,162,974 which was 63% of the budgeted expenses for the year. 
 
The Utility Fund is performing better this year over last year.  Part of that is due to the sale of the 
Raw Water Pump Station.  Revenues remain stable while expenses have decreased over the prior 
year.  Revenues exceeded expenditures by $233,276 at January 31st. 

 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

Budget Retreat Reminder - Town Administrator David Draughn reminded those present that the 
Budget Retreat for the 2017 – 2018 Fiscal Year will be held on Friday, March 24, 2017 at 9:00 
a.m. 
 
37th Street SW – Town Administrator David Draughn stated that a few months back there were 
citizens present at the meeting to discuss an issue on 37th Street SW.  Some of these issues have 
continued.  He informed the Board that he had met at length with Chief Coffey and his staff 
about these issues and will continue to work on them.  Mr. Charles Mullis is also looking at Code 
Enforcement issues and has already corrected a few things.   
 
The Police Department is going to meet with one of the property owners down there in relation 
to the Town’s rental nuisance ordinance and see what types of things can be done there.  The 
Town will continue to monitor that situation.   
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
There was no other business. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

Alderman Randall Mays – Alderman Mays asked if there were any updates on the upcoming May 
Days Festival. 
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Mr. Draughn stated the Town is already in the planning process for the festival.  Plans are for the 
committee to meet after the Budget Retreat was completed.  Entertainment is pretty well booked.  
Vendor applications are coming in.  Advertising is getting started.  Radio ads are getting booked.  
Children’s rides are booked.  The children’s train ride is booked.  Staff situation is in good shape.  
It is ongoing.   
 
Mr. Draughn stated that the Town will do a full report during the next Board Meeting. 
 
Mayor Vernon Moyer – Mayor Moyer informed those present that he had received an invitation 
from an organization called Hickory Greenway Harvest.  They will have public gardens available at 
the SALT Block where the public can use the space to garden.  They are having a ribbon cutting 
ceremony on April 1st.  

 
There being no further business, motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by 
Alderman David Elder to adjourn the meeting at 8:34 p.m.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 
 
 
___________________________                                  _________________________ 
Stephanie C. Watson     Vernon Moyer  
Town Clerk, CMC     Mayor  
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