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January 14, 2019 Board of Aldermen Meeting Minutes 

TOWN OF LONG VIEW 
BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING 
JANUARY 14, 2019 
 
The Town of Long View Board of Aldermen met on Monday, January 14, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. in the Town 
Council Chambers of the Government Center in Long View, North Carolina. 
  
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  The following members of the Board were present: Mayor Marla G. 
Thompson, Alderman David Elder, Alderman Gary Lingerfelt, Alderman Dallas Tester, and Alderman 
Thurman VanHorn.  
 
BOARD MEMBERS NOT PRESENT:  The following member of the Board was not present:  Mayor Pro Tem/ 
Alderman Randall Mays. 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  The following members of staff were present:  Town Administrator David Draughn, 
Town Clerk Stephanie Watson, Town Attorney Jimmy Summerlin, Jr., Finance Director James Cozart, Town 
Planner Charles Mullis, Public Works Director Chris Eckard, Fire Chief James Brinkley, Police Chief Michael 
Winters, Deputy Fire Chief Garrett Huffman, and Officer Josh Rector. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: The following people were present:  Rick Hammer of Lowdermilk Church & Co., L.L.P., 
Wayne Houser of the Lions Club, Billy Rice, Steve Ward, and others were present. 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Marla Thompson called the meeting to order and Mayor Marla 
Thompson gave the invocation. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Mayor Marla Thompson asked for approval of the minutes.   
 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman David Elder to approve the 
November 5, 2018 and December 10, 2018 Regular Meeting Minutes.  The vote to approve was 
unanimous. 
 

AYES:   Alderman David Elder 
  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
NOT PRESENT:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays  

 
PRESENTATION OF THE FISCAL YEAR 2017-2018 BUDGET AUDIT REPORT – RICK HAMMER OF 
LOWDERMILK CHURCH & CO., L.L.P. 
 
Rick Hammer of Lowdermilk Church & Co., L.L.P. presented the financial highlights of the 2017-2018 
Budget Audit.   
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The audit was submitted to the Local Government Commission and was approved by them during 
November 2018.  The Town was given an unmodified opinion.   
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Mr. Hammer stated that his company also did a compliance audit on the material from the Town and 
there were not any material findings.  The firm helped to prepare the financial statements.  There was a 
finding for a need of separation of duties but this is often a finding for small Towns.  There was one-line 
item that went over this year. 
 
Mr. Hammer stated that there was a three-page letter that the firm sent to the Board stating that the 
firm did not have any issues with management.   
 
Motion was made by Alderman David Elder, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to approve the 
2017-2018 Budget Audit Report as presented.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:   Alderman David Elder 
  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
NOT PRESENT:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 

 
CALL FOR A PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2019 BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING 
– TOWN PLANNER CHARLES MULLIS 
The Town of Long View Planning Department has received a request to amend the Long View Zoning 
Ordinance.  The request is to adopt regulations for storage pods and construction dumpsters that the 
Town currently does not have.  The Town of Long View Planning Board will have a recommendation on 
these potential new regulations for the Board of Aldermen next month. 
 
Mr. Mullis requested a motion that the Board of Aldermen call for a public hearing for next month’s 
regularly scheduled meeting, to be held on Monday, February 11, 2019, in order to receive public input 
concerning this proposed amendment to the Long View Zoning Ordinance regarding storage pods and 
construction dumpsters. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman Dallas Tester to call for a 
public hearing during the Monday, February 11, 2019 Board of Aldermen Meeting to receive input 
concerning the proposed amendment to the Long View Zoning Ordinance regarding storage pods and 
construction dumpsters.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:   Alderman David Elder 
  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
NOT PRESENT:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
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DISCUSSION OF ORDINANCE NO. 01-19 – TOWN PLANNER CHARLES MULLIS AND TOWN ATTORNEY 
JIMMY SUMMERLIN, JR. 
 
Comments by Town Planner Charles Mullis 
Town Planner Charles Mullis stated that the duties of the Housing Inspector set forth in §152.10 (A) & (B) 
of the Long View Code of Ordinances shall not be exercised until the Board of Aldermen shall have by 
ordinance ordered the Housing Inspector to proceed to effectuate the purpose of the code with respect 
to the particular property which the Housing Inspector shall have found to be unfit for human habitation 
and which property shall be described in the ordinance.   
 
The Housing Inspector has found the dwelling unit located at 193 33rd Street NW to be unfit for human 
habitation.   
 
The case originally began on October 24, 2018. 
 
Mr. Mullis requested that the Board of Aldermen move to adopt Ordinance No. 01-19 so that the 
Housing Inspector may take additional steps as necessary to cause the dwelling located at 193 33rd 
Street NW to be vacated. 
 
Comments by Attorney Jimmy Summerlin, Jr.  
Attorney Jimmy Summerlin, Jr. stated that when this house came under violation, the Town originally 
sent a letter to Mr. Hannah in October 2018 notifying him of the violations.  The property has no power 
or water and people are living there.  This includes minor children.  It is unfortunate but they have been 
notified.  The Town held a hearing and nobody showed up.  The Town served everyone by certified and 
first-class mail.  The notification was also published in the newspaper because it is another property that 
has heirs.  One of the owners is deceased and there has been no estate that has been opened so the 
Town does not know who all her children are.  The notice was published in the Burke County paper 
because that is where the property is located.  The Town has had a few phone calls with one of the 
callers asking how long until they had to vacate the property.  He believed that she has now vacated the 
premises. 
 
Mr. Mullis did find at the hearing that the property is unfit for habitation.   He gave the owners 30 days 
from the order dated November 28, 2018 to get the property into compliance.  Basically, all they had to 
do was get the water connected and the power back on.  They did not do that.   
 
Attorney Summerlin, Jr. stated that he and Mr. Mullis were seeking an ordinance from the Board that 
will authorize Mr. Mullis to proceed with an eviction process.  It will not be a property that will be torn 
down because the cost of repair does not exceed fifty percent of the value of the property.  In 
accordance with the Town code, all the Town can do is order the property to be vacated.  The only way 
to enforce that is through the summary ejection and eviction process with the magistrate.  He and Mr. 
Mullis are requesting the authorization to proceed with the eviction. 
 
Questions by the Board 
Alderman Thurman VanHorn asked what would happen with the property once it is vacated.   
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Attorney Summerlin, Jr. stated that the property would be boarded up.  It was his understanding that 
Mr. James Hannah owns either part or all of the property.  From the conversation of the lady that was 
living there, he doesn’t want to do anything until his two nephews are out of the property but he 
doesn’t want to get them out.  Once they are out, he may step back in and try to bring it up to 
compliance.  Otherwise the property will be secured and boarded up.   
 
Alderman VanHorn asked if the property taxes had been paid on it.   
 
Mr. Mullis and Attorney Summerlin, Jr. stated that they did not know.   
 
Mr. Draughn explained that after the eviction and before it is boarded up, Mr. Mullis will inspect the 
property.  The plan is to also get the Fire Marshall to go in with Mr. Mullis to inspect for other violations.  
The Town does not know what other violations are inside as no one has been inside.  There could be 
further issues. 
 
Alderman VanHorn stated that at that time the Town could look at property taxes and if they are not 
being paid, the Town could possibly take a lien on the property. 
 
Alderman Dallas Tester asked if the Town was certain that there were no children in the house now. 
 
Attorney Summerlin, Jr. stated that his understanding was no but he did not know that for sure.  He 
spoke with the lady that was living in the house last week and she was worried about the time frame 
because she had a few more things to get out.  His understanding was that the two children were with 
her in Morganton.  There could be other children there but he didn’t know. 
 
Alderman VanHorn stated that it will be vacant before the house is boarded up. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman Dallas Tester to adopt 
Ordinance No. 01-19.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:   Alderman David Elder 
  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
NOT PRESENT:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
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APPOINTMENT OF WPCOG POLICY BOARD DELEGATE AND ALTERNATE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mayor Marla Thompson stated that she had spoken with Alderman Thurman VanHorn and both she and 
Alderman VanHorn are willing to continue their appointments as the WPCOG Policy Board Delegate and 
Alternate.  She asked if anyone else would like to be considered for the appointments.   
 
Motion was made by Alderman David Elder, seconded by Alderman Dallas Tester to re-appoint Mayor 
Marla Thompson as the Policy Board Delegate and Alderman Thurman VanHorn as the Policy Board 
Alternate.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:   Alderman David Elder 
  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
NOT PRESENT:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 

  

WESTERN PIEDMONT COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS (WPCOG) POLICY BOARD  
(Previously Appointed Term Expires December 2018.  One-year term.) 
 
The appointed members of this board will serve on behalf of the Town of Long View on the Board for the 
WPCOG and make appropriate presentations to the Board of Alderman regarding WPCOG activities that affect 
the Town. This Board meets monthly. The Western Piedmont Council of Governments serve all local, 
government members with professional assistance on a variety of local, regional, state and federal issues 
and programs. 
 
Previous Appointments: 
 

• Mayor Marla Thompson - Delegate  
• Alderman Thurman VanHorn - Alternate  
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APPOINTMENT OF TAC DELEGATE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mayor Marla Thompson stated that Alderman Thurman VanHorn would be willing to continue as the Town 
of Long View’s Delegate to the Transportation Advisory Committee. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Gary Lingerfelt, seconded by Alderman David Elder to appoint Alderman 
Thurman VanHorn as the TAC Delegate.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:   Alderman David Elder 
  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
NOT PRESENT:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 

 
FIREFIGHTER’S RELIEF FUND APPOINTMENTS – FIRE CHIEF JAMES BRINKLEY 
 
Fire Chief James Brinkley presented the annual Relief Fund Appointments to the Board for approval.  He 
explained that there have been a few changes since last year.  Captain Sherrill has come off the 
department and moved to South Carolina which left a Chair position open on the Relief Fund.  During 
that time, Vice Chair Todd Shoebridge served as interim.  The Relief Fund Board had a meeting and 
voted to appoint Todd Shoebridge as Chairman to the Relief Fund and Mike Ford as the Vice Chair.   
 
Captain Sherrill was a representative that was appointed by the Board.  Senior Firefighter Jerry Cates has 
shown interest in joining the Board.  The Relief Fund has met regarding this and pending the Board’s 
approval, Mr. Cates would be the new member on the Relief Fund.   
 
If approved by the Board, the Relief Fund Board would be as follows: 

• Chairman – Todd Shoebridge 
• Vice Chairman – Mike Ford 
• Member – Jerry Cates 
• Member – Scott Willis 

TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (TAC)  
(Previously Appointed Term Expires December 2018.  One-year term.) 
 
The Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) is a separate committee requiring a local 
appointment. This committee participates in transportation planning process with NCDOT for 
the greater metropolitan area and the NCDOT Transportation Improvement Plan. 
 
Previous Appointment: 
 

• Alderman Thurman VanHorn - Delegate  
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• Treasurer/Insurance Representative – Steve Kanipe 
 
At this time, the Relief Fund Board has not received any applications for assistance nor has any 
applications been submitted for the college scholarship.   
 
The last balance was $51,028.52 between Checking and CDs for the Relief Fund Account. 
 
Chief Brinkley requested that the Board re-appoint Senior Firefighter Ford to the Board and also appoint 
Senior Firefighter Jerry Cates for an unspecified term.  These appointments will be reviewed annually. 
 
The State has changed the rules on appointments to the Relief Fund Board.  If you serve, you can serve 
an indefinite term or until you decide to leave.  However, the Relief Fund Board will still come to the 
Board of Aldermen for annual approval of its appointees.   
 
Alderman Dallas Tester asked if everyone on the Relief Fund Board was still pretty active in the Fire 
Department.   
 
Chief Brinkley stated that it has taken a while for everything to come to light.  He would like them to be 
more active but everything is good with the Relief Fund.  There could be some changes coming up as 
one of the Board members moved to Conover.  Moving forward they would have to wait and see.  
 
Alderman Tester asked how would someone go about removing someone from the Board if there was a 
reason to.   
 
Chief Brinkley stated that the way the rules are written now, it says that there must be two selected from 
the Fire Department, two selected from the Governing Board and one that serves as an insurance 
commissioner that is approved by the State.  If someone that served on the Relief Fund Board came off 
of the Fire Department and they were one of the ones appointed by the Board of Aldermen, he would 
come back to the Board for them to make an appointment.  If it was someone appointed by the Fire 
Department that left, during the next regularly scheduled Relief Fund Meeting they would discuss 
appointing someone.  It depends on who appoints them. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman David Elder, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to re-appoint 
Senior Firefighter Ford and appoint Senior Firefighter Jerry Cates to the Relief Fund Board.  The vote to 
approve was unanimous. 

AYES:   Alderman David Elder 
  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
NOT PRESENT:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 
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FINANCE REPORT – JAMES COZART 

General Fund  

Finance Director James Cozart stated that in the General Fund as of December 31st with fifty 
percent of the budget year complete, revenues totaled $2,635,325.14.   

Expenditures totaled $2,150,420.45. 

Revenues exceeded expenditures by $484,904.69. 

Utility Fund 

In the Utility Fund as of December 31st, revenues totaled $1,011,731.07.   

Expenditures totaled $1,046,358.71. 

Expenditures exceeded revenues by $34,627.64 at December 31st. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – TOWN ADMINISTRATOR DAVID DRAUGHN 

Lions Club Request – Wayne Houser of the Lions Club 

Mr. Wayne Houser a representative of the Long View Lions Club addressed the Board.  He 
explained that the Lions Club was partnering with Southwest Elementary School as a Fundraiser 
to assist with some of their needs.  Southwest is one of the most challenged schools in this 
county and they are trying to bring it up.  They need all the assistance they can get.  The Lions 
Club has already funded them some items that they need and is hoping that the Chili Cook-off 
will raise them some more funds. 

The event is scheduled for February 2nd. 

Mr. Houser requested that the Town of Long View consider the Lions Clubs as a non-profit group 
as the Lion Club has no intention of making a profit.  There are two budgets.  All contributions go 
into one budget that is used to pay for events like the school fundraiser, bringing the salvation 
army food, a day camp for the blind, etc. 

The reason for the request to be considered non-profit was that the Long View Board noted 
during their June meeting that non-profits could use the Recreation Center at no charge.  They 
would like to be considered non-profit, especially for events that they are raising money in which 
to give away.   

Mr. Houser stated that the Lions Club paid the deposit for the upcoming event in February and 
they will need the facility again for the May 11 poker run or Lions Prowl (motorcycle rally) to 
raise funds. 

Mr. Houser asked that the deposit that the Lions Club paid for February 2nd be used as a 
contribution from the Town of Long View into the Chili Cookoff.   
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Alderman Thurman VanHorn stated that he had no problem seeing the Lions Club as a non-
profit.  They are helping the Town and a school within the Town.  They are helping our future as 
the kids are our future.   

Alderman David Elder stated that as a former member of the Lions Club, he knows all about the 
things they do and the quality of work they do.  He knows how the money is given back to those 
in need.  They have sponsored people to go to Camp Dogwood and it is amazing. 

There was a brief discussion about cost to run Camp Dogwood and its positive effect on the 
members of the community that are blind.   

Motion was made by Alderman David Elder, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to 
designate the Lions Club as non-profit for the purpose of fundraising rentals.  The vote to 
approve was unanimous. 

AYES:   Alderman David Elder 
  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
NOT PRESENT:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 

Mr. Houser invited the Board to come to a Long View Lions Club meeting and to become 
members.   
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Review of 2019 Board of Aldermen Meeting / Invocation Schedule, Re-Schedule November 
Board of Aldermen Meeting Date Due to Holiday and Review Proposed Budget Preparation 
Schedule 

Town Administrator David Draughn presented the proposed 2019 Board of Aldermen Meeting 
Schedule for 2019.  The November Meeting will need to be rescheduled like was done in this 
current year due to the regularly scheduled meeting date falling on a holiday.   
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Mr. Draughn presented to the Board the proposed 2019-2020 Town of Long View Budget 
Preparation Schedule.  These dates were selected based on last year’s dates.   
 
Mr. Draughn stated that he had already reviewed both schedules with Alderman Randall Mays 
and Alderman Mays approved both schedules.   
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Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman Gary Lingerfelt to 
approve the proposed 2019 Board of Aldermen Meeting Schedule with the November meeting 
date rescheduled due to the observed Veteran’s Day holiday, to approve the invocation 
schedule, and to approve the 2019-2020 Budget Preparation Schedule.  The vote to approve was 
unanimous. 
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AYES:   Alderman David Elder 
  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
NOT PRESENT:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 

 
Deputy Fire Chief Garrett Huffman 

Town Administrator David Draughn stated that the Town went through a new hiring process in 
order to select a person to fill the new Deputy Fire Chief position.  A panel of fire department 
experts across the state interviewed candidates and graded them.  The panel and the Fire Chief 
chose Garrett Huffman.  Mr. Huffman has been sworn in.   

Mr. Draughn introduced Mr. Huffman to the Board.   

The Board welcomed Mr. Garrett Huffman.  

OTHER BUSINESS 

There was no other business. 

CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS A LEGAL MATTER 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Aldermen David Elder to go into a 
closed session at 8:02 p.m. to discuss a legal matter. The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:   Alderman David Elder 
  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
NOT PRESENT:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 

 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman Gary Lingerfelt to adjourn the 
closed session and return to the regular meeting at 8:09 p.m.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:   Alderman David Elder 
  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
NOT PRESENT:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 

Town Administrator David Draughn requested that the Board of Aldermen make a motion to approve the 
Town of Long View and OneH2 Economic Development Agreement. 
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Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman David Elder to approve the 
Town of Long View and OneH2 Economic Development Agreement.  The vote to approve was 
unanimous.  

AYES:   Alderman David Elder 
  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
NOT PRESENT:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Comments by Alderman Thurman VanHorn 
Alderman VanHorn wished to thank the Fire, Police, and Public Works Departments for handling 
the snow in December.  A special thanks to the Public Works Department for going above and 
beyond to keep the roads clear.  To come out on a weekend, that is amazing. 
 
Comments by Alderman David Elder 
Alderman Elder seconded what Alderman VanHorn stated.  He noticed that because of that, police 
cars were able to get around really well.   
 
Alderman Elder stated that he would like to welcome the new Deputy Fire Chief.  He has heard 
some good things about him and he thinks he will do really well. 
 
Comments by Alderman Dallas Tester 
Alderman Tester stated that he would like to say the same things about Public Works.  They 
basically stayed the night to clear the roads.   
 
Alderman Tester stated that he would also like to welcome the new Deputy Fire Chief.  
 
Comments by Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
Alderman Lingerfelt stated that he would like to second everything that was said about Public 
Works clearing the roads.  He did not have any problems until the state came through and did 
their damage.  Public Works did a really good job. 
 
Alderman Lingerfelt wished to thank Mr. Huffman for joining the Town.  He expects good things 
from him. 
 
Comments by Mayor Marla Thompson 
Mayor Thompson stated that she would like to thank Public Works, Police Department, and Fire 
Department.   
 
Mayor Thompson stated that she hoped everyone had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.   
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There being no further business, motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by 
Alderman David Elder to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 p.m.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:   Alderman David Elder 
  Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
  Alderman Dallas Tester 
  Alderman Thurman VanHorn  
NOES:   None 
NOT PRESENT:  Mayor Pro Tem / Alderman Randall Mays 

 
 
 
 
_________________________________      ___________________________________ 
Stephanie C. Watson     Marla G. Thompson  
Town Clerk, CMC, NCCMC    Mayor  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


